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DAY 1: THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: PSALM 23 
“The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green 
pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. He restores my soul; He guides me in 
the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for you are with me; Your rod and 
Your staff, they comfort me. you prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; you have anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows. Surely goodness 
and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, And I will dwell in the 
house of the LORD forever.” 

REFLECT: THE LORD IS YOUR SHEPHERD 

David was a remarkable man, gifted in so many ways: A worshiper, a songwriter, a 
king, a shepherd, a leader and a warrior. But of all that David said and did, he is 
probably best remembered by these six short verses found in Psalm 23. They 
define him and his heart for God. 

“The Lord is my shepherd.” No doubt David grew into this knowledge as a young 
boy out on a hillside with his father’s flocks. It was here he was molded and 
shaped by God. It was here he led sheep and grew to understand that he actually 
was one in the Father’s flock. For so many of us being led by the Lord is not a joy 
but a struggle. We battle with yielding our will into His hand. I have often said I 
learn more about walking with Jesus through my obedient dog than I ever have in a 
sermon or Bible study. When a dog or a sheep yields its will to the master, it finds 
life and relationship. When it pushes back, it finds difficulty. That is the rod and the 
staff! When I watch my dogs hunger to hang with me, to please me and to enjoy 
me, I am taken by their teachable spirit; something I long to have with my Father. I 
am certain David felt the same way about the sheep he cared for. He must have 
seen himself in that little flock. 

In order for the Lord to be your shepherd, you must decide that you are happy to be 
one of His sheep. It is not a really glamorous role that most of us would hunger for, 
but it is a very necessary one if you are to fulfill your destiny and grow in the 
greatness He has for you. He is your shepherd only when you humble yourself and 
joyfully agree to be one of His sheep. It is then that life flows and takes on a new 
and hope-filled way. Notice, “He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads 
me beside quiet waters.” It may sound a little boring to you but it is where we all 
need to go for healing and repair. David embraced the Lord’s leading. “He makes 
me” isn’t He asks me; it is He leads and I follow. When I do, I get blessed: “He 



restores my soul.” How hungry are you to have your soul restored? Here is the 
passageway into healing and life. Open up to His leading today. Bow down and tell 
Him that you hunger for His touch and you yield to His leading today. 

Prayer: Father, teach me to yield to you, to pour out my heart to you. Far too often 
I don’t yield to you and your Spirit. Today I declare to you my heart’s desire to be 
led by you and to be touched and restored by your hand. Thank you, Father. Amen. 

DAY 2: PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: PSALM 23B 
“He guides me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Even though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, And I 
will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” 

REFLECT: 

Guided by the hand of the Lord; this must be our daily desire. We will walk 
through many things this side of heaven that will “Blow us up.” There will be 
difficulties—you can be sure of it. 

John 16:33 

Jesus said, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. 
In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.” 

In the world we live in there will be trials but He has the peace and power to 
overcome any and every obstacle we face. David’s life was a life after the heart of 
God but it was also a life marked by pain and loss. We all need a guide in this life, 
a compass to keep us on track. He hungers to be that shepherd-leader to each of us 
every day. When He is leading us He brings us into places of life and hope and 
healing. He leads to paths of righteousness for His name’s sake, for His glory to 
shine in our lives so others will see His life and be drawn to His name. 

When we press in to Him, He comes with both His rod and His staff. His rod is 
what I need daily when I lose my way...that is called correction. His staff is what 



nudges and encourages me to walk with Him on that narrow road. When I allow 
the Holy Spirit to correct and care for me, I find great comfort and safety no matter 
what assails me. 

In the midst of daily battles He and He alone can set a table before you in the 
presence of your enemies. That, my friend, means you need not fear nor flee; you 
are safe in Him. He will both gird you up and guard your way. He will be a shield 
about you and a light for your path. 

Can you be honest about this? Do you really want to be led by Him or just rescued 
when you lead yourself into trouble? It is here now that your life is shaped and 
your destiny determined. Will you surrender to His will and His way? 

Today, no matter what life is bringing or has brought your way stop, sit alone with 
Him and declare: “The Lord IS MY Shepherd, I shall not want.” It is not “was my 
shepherd” nor is it “He will be my shepherd.” He is your shepherd if you will yield 
to Him all that is bottled up inside.  

Prayer: Jesus, you are the Great Shepherd and you love your sheep! Teach me to 
come to you daily for direction and supernatural guidance. Remind me that in the 
daily battle and grind of life you are there and you are in it with me. Today I yield 
to your leading, Holy Spirit, believing that you will direct my steps and correct my 
faults. Thank you, Lord. Amen. 

DAY 3: ANOINTED WITH POWER 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: PSALM 23C 

“...You have anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows. Surely goodness and 
lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, And I will dwell in the house 
of the LORD forever.” 

REFLECT: 

David’s life pivoted on one day, a day like none other. It began, like many of our 
days begin, with the same old humdrum of life. But when the Lord is setting your 
path, you can be certain that it will not always be the same old, same old. I Samuel 
16:12-13 describes what took place: 



“Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until

he comes here.’ 12So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with 
beautiful eyes and a handsome appearance. And the LORD said, ‘Arise, anoint 

him; for this is he.’ 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the 
midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from 
that day forward.” 

No doubt that when David wrote Psalm 23 and he said, “You have anointed my 
head with oil,” he was thinking of this moment, a moment that set his destiny. Why 
should this matter to you? Well, it is clear throughout scripture that the Holy Spirit 
desires to anoint each of us who call on Jesus’ name. The word “anoint” in Greek, 
the language of the New Testament, is chrio. It is the word we get christos from. 
Christos means Messiah or anointed one. It is the title given to Jesus: Jesus Christ 
or Jesus Christos. So when David said he was anointed, he literally said, I have 
received the deep touch of the Messiah. 

Who wouldn’t want that, the deep touch of Jesus? The word “anoint” also means 
“to rub in,” so it is really the deep touch of Jesus rubbed into our lives, the 
outpouring of His presence on each of us. Jesus spoke of the need for this in Luke 
4:17-21. 

“He opened the book and found the place where it was written, ‘The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon Me, Because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has 
sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to 
set free those who are oppressed, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.’ And 
He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all 

in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21And He began to say to them, ‘Today this 
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’” 

Before Jesus ever moved with power in ministry, the Holy Spirit anointed Him. 
How much more do you and I need this anointing if we too are going to touch a 
dead and dying world? Many of us have unfortunately been taught to fear the touch 
of His Spirit but, friends, may I encourage you today? You need not fear the Holy 
Spirit. He is the Spirit of Jesus. Do you want more of Jesus today? Bow down and 
invite Him to anoint you with His oil. Ask Him to pour out His Spirit on you and 
then watch Him use you to touch and heal, restore and renew life in others. 



Prayer: Father, today I bow before you and ask that, like David on that fateful day, 
you would pour out your Spirit on me. I believe that you have a deep desire to 
touch my life and to use me to touch others. I understand that without your Spirit’s 
power I can do nothing to further your name so today please anoint me. Amen. 

DAY 4: BECOMING A WORSHIPER 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 13:14 
“The LORD has sought out for Himself a man after His own heart.” 

REFLECT: 

Walking with God is a daily event, sometimes thrilling and sometimes not. Often 
when we awake each morning we have no idea what the day will hold but, as we 
often say, “We know who holds the day.” 

The Bible tells us that God was seeking after a man who was seeking after Him the 
day David was first mentioned in the Word. It describes David as a man after 
God’s heart. At that time David was a very young man, likely in his early teens, 
and yet he had already established a pattern of worship, a pattern that marks all 
seventy-three of the Psalms he wrote. He built his lifestyle of worship outside, 
alone on the hillsides of Bethlehem. 

Many years ago this intrigued me so much that I began to spend my mornings on 
the hillside at the top of Haven Avenue before driving to Pomona to teach school 
each day. I had no idea that these mornings would shape my destiny. But, like 
David, I found a deep friendship with Jesus outside alone worshiping. Jesus loves 
for us to come to Him with worship, bowing, singing, shouting, praising His 
greatness. It is in these moments we build intimacy with Him. It is in worship that 
we grow deep in our desire to have His heart in us. 

Today stop and take time to look up, to look around you at creation, not what man 
has made but what the King has created. It is so profound that it will cause worship 
to rise up in you. Begin to build a habit of praise and adoration and you will begin 
to build a heart after God. 

Prayer: Father, I want to be a person with a heart after you. I can see in the life of 
David that a heart after you begins in worship, so please teach me to worship you. 



Remind me daily that I need to stop and worship you and thank you and when I do 
you pour out your presence on me. Amen. 

DAY 5: THE SOUND OF WORSHIP 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 16:16 
“ ‘Let them seek a man who is a skillful player on the harp; and it shall come about 
when the evil spirit from God is on you, that he shall play the harp with his hand, 

and you will be well.’ 17So Saul said to his servants, ‘Provide for me now a man 

who can play well and bring him to me.’ 18Then one of the young men said, 
“Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse...who is a skillful musician...the LORD is with 
him.’ ” 

REFLECT: 

Music is a fascinating thing. It was most certainly created by God and for God. All 
music worships something because music is about worship. David is, as far as we 
know, the first person to link songs and music with worship.  
 
I Chronicles 6:31 says: “Now these are those whom David appointed over the 
service of song in the house of the LORD, after the ark rested there.” 

It goes on to say in I Chronicles 15:16, 

“16Then David spoke to the chiefs of the Levites to appoint their relatives the 
singers, with instruments of music, harps, lyres, loud-sounding cymbals, to raise 
sounds of joy.” 

You may not be musically inclined but you should figure this out: Music is a 
central part of worship. Do you have thoughtful and worshipful music in your life? 
I’m talking about sounds of joy that will build up your spirit and encourage you. 
Do you have them in your car or on your phone or your iPod and in your home? 

Far too often we fill our heads with sounds that kill, words that tear us up and bring 
us down, instead of bathing ourselves in worship music. No matter where you live 
musically, there is worship music out there that will build you up. 

Do you ever sing to the Lord? Oh, I know many of us cannot carry a tune but that 
is really beside the point. Singing to the Lord is part of growing into a worshiper of 



Him. If you hunger for intimacy with Jesus, maybe you should try breaking out of 
your dull routine and adding a bit of risk to your relationship with Him. Yes, it is 
risky to sing to the Lord but it is life-giving and healing. He is drawn to our hearts 
when we worship Him with song. Pour out your life before Him. Don’t be 
ashamed. He isn’t ashamed of you any more than you are of a child singing their 
heart out even when it is way out of tune. 

Friends, like David we must decide we want to grow, that we want to make 
worshiping Jesus a focus of our lives. Start today and be intentional about it. Get 
the right music in your life and sing a new song to Him. 

Prayer: Father, may I never ever be ashamed of worshiping you. There is no God 
like you, Lord. You alone can meet my needs each day and you alone deserve my 
praise and adoration. I love you. Father, teach me to worship you freely and 
passionately. Amen. 

DAY 6: BUILDING HEART AND SKILL 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: PSALM 37:5-6 
“Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He will do it. He will 
bring forth your righteousness as the light and your judgment as the noonday.” 

REFLECT: 

I often tell people I believe it takes two things to make a good leader: heart and 
skill. Both of those take time to develop. When we stop to worship the Lord, most 
of us understand that He develops our hearts. But what many of us miss is that God 
is also trying to impart skill to us. 

God has gifted you with spiritual gifts. You may not know what they are or even 
understand where they came from but, if you know Jesus, the Holy Spirit has and 
is imparting gifts into your life. I Corinthians 12:1,4-7 tells us this: 

“1Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant...4There are 

different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are different kinds of service, 

but the same Lord. 6There are different kinds of working, but the same God works 

all of them in all men. 7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 
the common good.” 



Spiritual gifts are given to us to touch other people. They flow out of us in a 
supernatural way because they are spiritual. When they begin to work, we are often 
not even aware of what the Spirit is doing in us and with us. David, too, had 
spiritual gifts that the Lord imparted to him, and then God shaped those gifts in 
David until he had skill. It was at that point that David’s gifts began to impact his 
destiny. 

When you come to the Lord, ask Him to impart all the gifts He has for you. Then 
begin to allow Him to shape and mold those gifts. This takes time and it is often 
risky. We all fear failure but your Heavenly Father knows it takes failure to create 
success. It is in the everyday school of life that the Holy Spirit hones our gifting 
and imparts skill to us. It was David’s gifting which had been shaped by skill that 
opened the doors to his destiny. 

David’s times alone in worship with the Lord had built a skill into his gifting as a 
musician. It was that skill that first opened the door to the throne room of the king 
for him. I Samuel 16:16. 

“Let them seek a man who is a skillful player on the harp...Then one of the young 
men said, ‘Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse...who is a skillful musician...and the 
LORD is with him.’ ” 

Ask the Holy Spirit to impart His gifts to you and then come to Him daily and ask 
for His timing in shaping those gifts and releasing you to touch others with them. 
Remember that this will take time so be patient as you wait for the Lord to use 
your gifts. Proverbs 18:16 promises all of us, “A man’s gift makes room for him 
and brings him before great men.” 

Prayer: Father, please impart to me all the gifts you have for me. Teach me to use 
them to glorify you as I touch others. Bring skill to me, Lord, your skill, not the 
skill of the world, but skill that would please your heart. Amen. 

DAY 7: FACING YOUR GIANTS 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 17:33 
“Then Saul said to David, ‘You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight 
with him; for you are but a youth while he has been a warrior from his youth.’ ” 

REFLECT: 



David and Goliath—those two names are forever tied together. David had slowly 
grown over the years into a deeper and deeper love relationship with the Lord. It 
was in solitude that David was shaped into the giant slayer he became. This never 
happens overnight so, please, as you read this, allow the Holy Spirit to remind you 
that waiting with Him is never a waste of time; it is part of the journey. David’s 
courage and faith were born during his seasons alone with God and without them 
he would have never been able to face this giant! 

You too have giants in your life. They may take the shape of a person who makes 
you miserable or a job you hate, a friend or loved one you’ve lost or a sickness or 
injury you cannot shake. Giants are part of life. Yes, often the scary part, but they 
are a part and we must all face them. 

There will also always be men like Saul around to discourage you rather than 
encourage you. If David had listened to this man at this moment he would have 
missed his destiny. But he listened to the Spirit of God instead and that was where 
his victory was born. Who do you listen to? I know you have people who 
discourage you; we all do. But have you been intentional to get into places where 
Spirit-filled believers can encourage you—a small group, the School of Ministry, a 
ministry you serve in or a place where you give life to others? You ought to 
because it is here the Holy Spirit will impart courage to move ahead with Him. 

All of us need others to encourage us or, as the word literally means, to impart 
courage in us. Ask the Holy Spirit to encourage you and to make you an 
encourager today. Prayerfully make it a point to encourage those around you, 
knowing that many of them are facing their own giants even though they may 
never let on that they are. 

Prayer: Lord, forgive me for all the times I have discouraged others, many of them 
facing giants that I had no idea about. Holy Spirit, impart encouragement to me 
today so that I will have a river of life to encourage others. Amen. 

DAY 8: YOUR BATTLE IS NOT WITH FLESH AND BLOOD 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: EPHESIANS 6:12 
“12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of 

wickedness in the heavenly places. 13Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so 
that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand 
firm.” 



REFLECT: 

David’s battle with Goliath was a clear Old Testament picture of spiritual warfare. 
Goliath’s people, the Philistines, often portrayed the darkness of Satan to the 
people of God. They were a shadow of a far deeper reality. Paul speaks of that 
reality in Ephesians 6:12 telling us that we are in a battle every day, not with those 
around us but with unseen powers and principalities that form the forces of 
darkness and wickedness. 

But we are not alone! I John 4:4 reminds us that, “...Greater is He who is in you 
than he who is in the world.” Christian, wake up to your reality. Life is a battle and 
Jesus is the victor! He wins, and we are in Him so we win! Don’t allow darkness to 
overshadow His life and light in you. Bow down and worship Him today. Cry out 
to Him and ask for His power to put a hedge around you. Then, as Paul tells us, 
“Take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, 
and having done everything, to stand firm.” 

Be encouraged today, stand firm, don’t give in. He can do it in you as you yield to 
Him. Don’t strike out at others. Act in the opposite spirit of darkness and His light 
will overcome the evil. Invite His Spirit to abide in you and empower you. He will. 
Then stand and watch Him take what was meant for evil and turn it to good. This is 
what spiritual warfare is about: Thwarting the intent and the strategies of Satan and 
turning them into blessings. This may all sound impossible in your situation but, 
my friend, nothing is impossible for God. Trust in Him and He will do it. 

Prayer: Father, it seems that every day the battle is on. People hassle me and 
make me miserable inside and out. Would you please convince me today that there 
is more here than I often want to believe. Would you, Holy Spirit, touch me with 
your power and bring a love to my heart that I am often missing in the battle, a 
love that will break darkness and release your light. Amen. 

DAY 9: BE THE MAN OR WOMAN GOD MADE YOU TO BE 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 17:38-40 NLT 
“Then Saul gave David his own armor—a bronze helmet and a coat of mail. 
39David put it on, strapped the sword over it, and took a step or two to see what it 
was like, for he had never worn such things before. ‘I can’t go in these,’ he 

protested to Saul. ‘I’m not used to them.’ So David took them off again. 40He 
picked up five smooth stones from a stream and put them into his shepherd’s bag. 



Then, armed only with his shepherd’s staff and sling, he started across the valley to 
fight the Philistine.” 

REFLECT: 

How often have we felt we just had to conform and be what someone else wanted 
us to be? There are certainly times to step back and be a team player but there are 
also times when others press us into a mold or we feel we have to conform and we 
press ourselves into a mold that is not from God. That is part of the story of David 
and Goliath. First Saul tried to persuade David not to fight the giant. He 
discouraged him. Then when it was clear David was all in and there was not going 
to be any way to prevent him from entering into the battle, Saul told him to fight it 
his way. 

It is important that you know the Spirit of the Lord was not leading Saul at this 
time. The Spirit had departed from him. (I Samuel 16:14) Saul was operating in his 
flesh. It is crucial for you to discern the counsel given to you. Is it from God or 
man? Saul’s counsel to put on his armor was from man, not God. Now it is true 
God’s counsel seemed on the surface to make no sense at all but it was right for 
David. 

Each day as you come to the Lord, ask Him to confirm His hand in you and then be 
intentional to take time to be with other believers who are ahead of you in the 
journey and let them also speak into your life and confirm what God is saying. 
David’s confidence was not self-confidence; that would have been foolish. It was a 
confidence born alone with His Heavenly Father. David took off Saul’s armor and 
put on God’s. He picked up five stones and took his sling and staff and went out to 
the valley to battle the giant. He wasn’t dressed like any other soldier on that 
battlefield that day. He was dressed like God wanted him to be dressed and he was 
dressed for victory! 

Prayer: Jesus, so often I allow others to shape my life in their image instead of 
allowing you to transform me into your image. Please forgive me, Lord. I see 
clearly today that there will be times you ask me to step out and take a risk, to not 
conform so that you can transform. Holy Spirit, impart a spirit of discernment to 
me so I will know when you are speaking to me. Amen. 



DAY 10: FRIENDSHIPS MADE IN HEAVEN 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 18:1, 3-4 
“1Now it came about when he had finished speaking to Saul, that the soul of 
Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as himself...Then 

Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. 4Jonathan 
stripped himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, 
including his sword and his bow and his belt.” 

REFLECT: 

We all need friendships made in heaven. If you are fortunate enough to have even 
one friendship like this you know what I am talking about. Most of my early life 
was forged in friendships built on brokenness and sin. They were friendships built 
out of all we had—emptiness and a worldly view of life. It was all about me, and 
for them it was all about them. As long as things were good, we were cool; but 
when we were short on money or selfish about an issue, it was a nightmare. We 
turned on each other like a pack of wolves. 

This was never the heart of God for any of us, nor is it God’s heart for you. Some 
of us begin to grow in Christ but we never break away from old relationships that 
wound us and tear us down. I distinctly remember the Holy Spirit telling me that it 
was time to move on. But I had to decide He was right. Finally I did. Had I not 
done that, I doubt that I would have survived and grown in the Lord. I am certain 
that I wouldn’t have thrived, as the only way I have really flourished in the Lord is 
because others showed me the way. 

The love Jonathan and David had for one another was born in the heart of God 
before it was ever born in their hearts. God has people He wants in your life, 
people who will encourage and build you up, friends who will sacrifice to help you 
and people you will want to sacrifice to help. But you have got to get into places 
where they are. Small groups, ministries, and outreach trips, these are a few of the 
places the Holy Spirit introduces us to others who are like-minded, others who are 
after Jesus. 

If you are lonely today, if you feel abandoned by others, stop and ask the Holy 
Spirit right now to begin to reshape your heart for His friendships. He will do a 
deep work in you here if you commit to partnering with Him. 



Prayer: Father, I know to have a life-giving friendship means I need to be a life-
giving person for others, so please do that work in me. Transform me, Holy Spirit, 
into a person who is otherly, who loves others and desires to push them ahead of 
myself. Thank you Lord. Amen. 

DAY 11: BROKENNESS IS A TOOL FOR BUILDING 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 18:10-12 

“...David was playing the harp with his hand, as usual; and a spear was in Saul’s 

hand. 11Saul hurled the spear for he thought, ‘I will pin David to the wall.’ But 
David escaped from his presence twice. Now Saul was afraid of David, for the 

LORD was with him but had departed from Saul. 13Therefore Saul removed him 
from his presence...” 

REFLECT: 

Life can often take twists and turns that none of us can see coming. Certainly that 
was the case here with David. He was doing what he had done daily for some time, 
playing the harp in the presence of the king, minding his own business and living 
as innocently as possible. Then out of nowhere Saul hurls his spear at David. Not 
once, but twice. Then he removes David from his presence. He fired him! He 
marginalized him, he undermined him with others, and he made his life miserable. 

Have you ever found yourself minding your own business when out of nowhere 
someone takes issue with you? They attack your person without you ever 
provoking them? You are unjustly accused for no reason? This situation caused a 
great deal of brokenness for David. He ended up fleeing for his life, losing his 
friendship with Jonathan and ultimately losing his wife. But it is all part of God 
testing and shaping him for something far greater than David could imagine. 

God uses brokenness to build us. I don’t like it and I am guessing you don’t either 
but it is often His tool of choice. He uses painful situations to get deep into our 
business. Then when He has our attention and our heart is broken and humble, He 
begins to do a deep work in us, an unseen work, something we would never had 
been open to otherwise but something that is vital for our destiny. 

It has been in brokenness that I have met the Lord most deeply, not in laughter or 
fun but in sorrow and pain. This is Jesus’ way. He lived a life of sorrow and dealt 
with much human brokenness. 



Isaiah 53:3-4 

“He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief; and like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did 
not esteem Him. Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried.” 

He is compassionate but He is also very wise to not move to heal until all the work 
He is doing is complete. Don’t doubt Him or His love for you when you find 
yourself in deep brokenness. This has been His way with His people for all time. If 
you are in painful circumstances, run to Him and allow Him to comfort you. 

If you are like most of us, you will ask Him for an explanation, clarity of the whys 
and wherefores, but He will be silent. He will not reveal what His hand is doing 
until sometime later when you have passed through the fire with Him. But when 
He does, rest assured, my friend, you will be grateful for His loving and wise 
guidance. 

Prayer: Father, in the midst of the fire I cannot see my way out. I find myself at a 
loss as to how or what to pray. Please meet me here, Jesus. Thank you that you 
fully understand my pain, my loss and my brokenness. There is no God like you, 
Lord. I am open to you, Lord. Please move your will wisely into my life. Thank you. 
Amen. 

DAY 12: HONORING OTHERS 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 23:16-17 

“And Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David at Horesh, and encouraged 

him in God. 17Thus he said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, because the hand of Saul my 
father will not find you, and you will be king over Israel and I will be next to you; 
and Saul my father knows that also.’ ” 

REFLECT: 

From the first moment God put His heart into Jonathan, it had a deep love for 
David. Jonathan honored David above himself. This is amazing when you consider 
that Jonathan was in line to become the next King of Israel and David was a direct 
threat to that taking place. 

Here was a man in the royal family who was older, richer and far more powerful 
than this shepherd boy yet he understood that his call was to push David ahead of 



himself. Rather than hungering for a position, Jonathan stepped back and honored 
David. This sort of honoring of others is a lost art in our society. We have all been 
taught to honor ourselves, not others. Yet Jesus set the example for all of us when 
He stepped down from heaven and put us ahead of Himself. Philippians 2:3-7 
NLT explains this clearly: 

“Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as 

better than yourselves. 4Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an 
interest in others, too. You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 
Though He was God, He did not think of equality with God as something to cling 
to. Instead, He gave up His divine privileges; He took the humble position of a 
slave and was born as a human being.” 

Jonathan’s humility and honoring of David opened up heaven for God to move on 
the people of Israel in a way that could have never happened if Jonathan had 
worried about himself instead of others. Jonathan had a generous spirit. He had a 
large heart and a desire to move in the will and power of God. It is a bit crazy to 
think that a father who had a small heart and a selfish spirit raised him and he still 
emerged with a generous spirit. That should give us all hope! 

Ask the Lord about your heart in these matters, would you? Do you honor others? 
Do you ever push them ahead of yourself? Do you have a deep love and desire to 
see Jesus move in them even ahead of Him moving in you? Please don’t be afraid 
of stepping aside as the Holy Spirit leads you to honor others ahead of yourself. 
You can be certain that He will honor you and make a way for you as you trust 
Him. 

Prayer: Jesus, I know little about honoring others. Would you please teach me 
how to do this? Holy Spirit, would you give me the grace and courage to honor 
others ahead of myself? It is clear to me that if I am to grow in the heart of Jesus I 
must grow in this area of honor. Touch me here and build me in your image, 
Father. Thank you! Amen. 

DAY 13: DON’T ALLOW FEAR TO RULE YOU 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 21:1-2 
“1Then David came to Nob to Ahimelech the priest; and Ahimelech came 
trembling to meet David and said to him, ‘Why are you alone and no one with 

you?’ 2David said to Ahimelech the priest, ‘The king has commissioned me with a 



matter and has said to me, “Let no one know anything about the matter on which I 
am sending you and with which I have commissioned you; and I have directed the 
young men to a certain place.’ ” 

REFLECT: 

We all have many different emotions that drive us but none so debilitating as fear. 
Certainly fear can be life-saving in the right circumstances but so often we are 
afraid when we have no need to be. Fear tells us to back away from risk-taking and 
risk-taking is a daily part of faith living. 

On the surface it appears that the priest, Ahimelech, is the one who is frozen with 
fear but a closer look brings reality into focus. Ahimelech is reading the situation 
correctly. The King would never send David without a large contingent of soldiers. 
The person ruled by fear here is David, not the priest. David has given in to fear, 
the one who lived in great faith and who had slain the giant. 

Friends, we all have moments when fears paralyze us. We all have weaknesses and 
situations that break us. David did as well. Here he is lying through his teeth 
because he is afraid. His fear has gripped him and driven him to deception. Fear 
kills faith, and when we embrace fear we can be certain we are losing faith. That is 
exactly what happened to David during this period of time. 

King Saul had thrown spears at David in the royal palace and he made it clear that, 
if he could, he would kill David. So certainly David’s fear was not without some 
merit; but what about the promises of God? Samuel had anointed David as king, 
God had promised His covering over him, yet like many of us he was 
overwhelmed with fear. 

When fear attacks us our greatest assets are the promises of God. The Bible is 
literally packed full of promises that can arrest our fears. Find them, meditate on 
them, and believe them. He will never abandon you or forsake you. Jesus is deeply 
in love with you. Begin today with this great promise: 

Jeremiah 29:11-13  
“ ‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare 

and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. 12‘Then you will call upon 

Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13‘You will seek Me and 
find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.’ ” 



Prayer: Lord, I can see that my fears keep me from experiencing your hope and 
life. Teach me to meditate on your promises, to spend time in your Word and to 
believe you and live in faith each day. Thank you, Father, that your love for me is 
deep and wide. Remind me of that each time fear begins to threaten my heart. 
Amen. 

DAY 14: WRONG THINKING LEADS TO BAD LIVING 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 21:1-2 
“1Then David came to nob to Ahimelech the priest; and Ahimelech came 
trembling to meet David and said to him, ‘Why are you alone and no one with 

you?’ 2David said to Ahimelech the priest, ‘The king has commissioned me with a 
matter and has said to me, “Let no one know anything about the matter on which I 
am sending you and with which I have commissioned you; and I have directed the 
young men to a certain place.’ ” 

REFLECT: 

David is in a painful place, maybe a place similar to one you find yourself in today. 
Things just never seem to go your way. Life is hard and not getting easier. 
Sometimes it’s God. He’s allowing painful situations to change your direction. 
Have you gone to Him with an open and honest heart? Have you allowed Him to 
make you teachable in those difficult moments? 

David misread his situation terribly and then he reacted to what he thought was 
happening. Sound familiar? It should because we have all done this. Our wrong 
thinking leads us to bad decisions that in turn wreak havoc on our lives, and all the 
while the Holy Spirit is trying to get us to stop and be still, to allow Him to speak 
into us and clarify our world. 

I spent three years of my life in direct disobedience to God and yet I was in church 
every week, in small groups during the week and in leadership meetings on 
Saturday mornings! Yet the whole time I was running from His will. I had given 
Him an open invitation to have my life and do His will in me but, when He did, I 
resisted Him because it had no semblance to what I thought He would do. 

In those three years everything I touched broke, and everything I tried to build 
failed. Looking back, it was a very painful time. It was such a crucial and life-
shaping time, but ever so difficult. As it turned out, it was all Him trying to bend 
my will and turn me back home. Maybe you are there today. Stop and be still. Ask 



Him to speak clearly to you. His Word often speaks about Him disciplining us 
because of His deep love for us. Realize the pain may very well be His loving hand 
touching your heart. 

Proverbs 3:12 

“My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD Or loathe His reproof, For 
whom the LORD loves He reproves, Even as a father corrects the son in whom he 
delights.” 

Hebrews 12:6 (Message)  
“It’s the child He loves that He disciplines; the child He embraces, He also 
corrects.” 

Revelation 3:19 

“Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent.” 

Prayer: Father, when I hear the word “discipline,” I always think I am in deep 
trouble. Holy Spirit, teach me that the love of the Father holds correction for His 
children. Please remind me of this so that I will find freedom to run to His arms 
instead of running away. Amen.  

DAY 15: WHEN LIFE GETS DARK DON’T GIVE UP 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 22:1 

“So David departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam; and when his 
brothers and all his father’s household heard of it, they went down there to him.” 

REFLECT: 

This time in David’s life was painfully difficult. He was on the run from King Saul 
who was crazy with envy and fear. The only place David could find refuge was in a 
cave in the desert. This seems on the surface to be so wrong and so unjust. Yet it 
was perfect, perfect for what God needed to do to make David the greatest King 
Israel would ever have. Caves can do that. Good things can happen in dark and 
lonely places. 

David is lonely, rejected, and yet pressing in to Jesus. He had been anointed king 
but was now living in a cave. It is not unlike our Savior who is anointed King but 



not yet ruling, while another unworthy of the throne rules over the land. The only 
kingdom David had was in a cave but it was perfect for the work our Father had to 
do in him. Paul writes of this in I Corinthians 1:26-29: 

“For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to 

the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27but God has chosen the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the 

world to shame the things which are strong, 28and the base things of the world and 
the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the 
things that are...” 

These caves can still be seen in the desert of Israel. Last year as I visited there I 
was struck by the quiet peaceful sense of the place, a place where God could talk 
and you could listen. It was here that David’s heart grew deep with his Father. 
Listen to the words he wrote here: 

PSALM 54:1-4  
“Save me, O God, by your name, And vindicate me by your power. Hear my 
prayer, O God; Give ear to the words of my mouth...Behold, God is my helper; The 
Lord is the sustainer of my soul.” 

God is my helper. The Lord is the sustainer of my soul. Say that aloud, would you? 
Listen to those words. Make a declaration today that no matter what you are up 
against that your trust will be in your Helper, your God. He by His great power can 
help you no matter what or who is attacking you.  

Prayer: Jesus, you are incredible. Your ways are certainly not my ways but they 
work. They work to build your heart in me. Please remind me of that when I am in 
the battle and I am lonely and feel locked away in a cave. Thank you, Lord. Amen. 

DAY 16: WHEN THINGS MAKE NO SENSE 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 22:2 

“...Everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone 
who was discontented gathered to him; and he became captain over them. Now 
there were about four hundred men with him.” 

REFLECT: 



Often we miss the things God is doing in us. We overlook them or underestimate 
them. Because they are spiritual and supernatural, they appear to make no sense to 
our human mind and emotions. If we take what God was doing with David in the 
cave of Adullam, on the surface it appears to be almost ridiculous. A young man, 
anointed king but living in a cave, attracts an army of ragtag men who have failed 
in life and are pretty unhappy people. Those who are in distress, discontent and in 
debt, those are the ones the Lord trusts to David to change his world. 

Stop and think about it. Isn’t this what Jesus has done? He gathers the bruised, the 
poor and the outcast, those whose lives are broken, to build His kingdom. Jesus 
called them the weary and heavily weighed down. 

Matthew 11:28 

"Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” 

David knew them because they came to him looking for a second chance. These 
were the people God used to mold and shape David, not the best and the brightest 
but the broken and discontent. Is that you today, broken and discontent? Does your 
life seem upside down and empty? Don’t give up! Give in to Him. Jesus is crazy 
about you in spite of all your issues. He can take you and turn your mess into a 
destiny. That is exactly what He did with David and this motley band of broken 
guys. 

God may take you to a cave, a dark place, to rebuild you and renew His hand in 
you. Don’t think this indicates failure. On the contrary, it very well may mean you, 
like David, are positioned for a new and grand move of God. Bow your heart down 
today and call out to your King as David did in Psalm 57:1-3: 

“Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious to me, For my soul takes refuge in You; 
And in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge until destruction passes by. I 
will cry to God Most High, To God who accomplishes all things for me. He will 
send from heaven and save me; He reproaches him who tramples upon me. God 
will send forth His lovingkindness and His truth.” 

It was in this cave that David pressed back in to God. It was in this cave that 
humility and faith were reborn. It was here worship began to rise up new and fresh, 
and it was here that his heart began to be filled with thanksgiving once again. It is 
often like that in caves. God gets back on the throne of our lives where He belongs. 



Prayer: Today, Father, life feels dark and I feel defeated. Pick me up, please, and 
remind me that in you I can never really lose. Teach me, Holy Spirit, to trust you 
when I have no idea what you are doing in me. Thank you, Lord, for never leaving 
or forsaking me. Amen. 

DAY 17: KNOWING THE WILL OF GOD 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 24:2-4 

“So Saul chose 3,000 elite troops from all Israel and went to search for David and 
his men near the rocks of the wild goats. At the place where the road passes some 
sheepfolds, Saul went into a cave to relieve himself. But as it happened, David and 

his men were hiding farther back in that very cave! 4’Now’s your opportunity!’ 
David’s men whispered to him. ‘Today the Lord is telling you, “I will certainly put 
your enemy into your power, to do with as you wish.” ’ So David crept forward 
and cut off a piece of the hem of Saul’s robe.” 

REFLECT: 

This is a very important story for each of our lives. There are many Christians who 
live on the surface of their relationship with Jesus. For them, being led by the Spirit 
means God will open or close doors. Beloved, this can be true but far too often it is 
not the way of the Lord. Many people will argue for the open door/closed door 
proposition as a way to discern the will of the Lord in our lives, but this story tells 
us the opposite. See, open doors can happen in many ways and for many reasons. 
They do not necessarily mean you are to walk through them. They may have 
opened due to your skill, not His will. They may have opened to test you, not to 
move you. 

When Saul wandered into this cave to use the bathroom, it would seem on the 
surface quite obvious that the Lord had put him into David’s hands to kill him. He 
was a direct threat to David and to David’s destiny as king. His men read it this 
way. “Now’s your opportunity...Today the Lord is telling you...” Actually they 
were all wrong, and had David listened he would have thwarted his own destiny. 

How many times have you wanted God to say yes to something you desired and 
when you sought counsel from your friends they all concurred? Certainly they 
meant well, but beware because opportunity does not mean permission and license 
doesn’t mean liberty to move. 



The door may very well be open but that does not mean the Lord wants you to 
walk through it. What made David great was his ability to hear from the Spirit, not 
the people. This is the same thing Jesus wants to do in us: Lead us by His voice 
through His Spirit’s work in us. 

Jesus will test our hearts to build us into His image. He did that this day with Saul 
when He had him wander into the very cave David and his men were hiding in. He 
was testing David so He could use him deeply. He will test us as well, in giving, in 
generosity, in honoring others. There will be many tests along the way. Walk 
humbly and worshipfully before the Lord and He will direct your steps into paths 
of righteousness for His name’s sake. 

Prayer: Jesus, when I am running ahead of you, slow me down, please. Remind me 
that you and you alone mark my steps and set my path. Lord, I hunger to walk in 
your ways, not mine, so please teach me, Holy Spirit, to slow down and listen to 
your still small voice as you direct me. Amen. 

DAY 18: HONORING OTHERS IN AUTHORITY 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 24:5-7 
“It came about afterward that David’s conscience bothered him because he had cut 

off the edge of Saul’s robe. 6So he said to his men, ‘Far be it from me because of 
the LORD that I should do this thing to my lord, the LORD’S anointed, to stretch 

out my hand against him, since he is the LORD’S anointed.’ 7David persuaded his 
men with these words and did not allow them to rise up against Saul. And Saul 
arose, left the cave, and went on his way.” 

REFLECT: 

We all have people in our lives who are over us at some point or place, people God 
has allowed to be in positions of authority. Some of them are thoughtful and life-
giving, and some of them are not. Going to work daily with a lousy boss is no fun. 
Being in a classroom with a teacher who is a dictator is no blessing either. But 
what do you do when God allows you to be in situations and circumstances that are 
tough with a leader or a boss who you really don’t care for? Saul was one of these 
authorities in David’s life. 

When Saul wandered into David’s cave, his men encouraged David to take his life, 
but he wouldn’t. What he did do was cut off a piece of Saul’s robe to make a point 



to Saul that he could have killed him. But later we are told “David’s conscience 
bothered him” and he realized he had violated God—not Saul, but God. David’s 
words in I Samuel 24:6 reveal his heart: 

“Far be it from me because of the LORD that I should do this thing to my lord, the 
LORD’S anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, since he is the LORD’S 
anointed.” 

When the Apostle Paul was being questioned before the high court in Jerusalem 
and when they struck him in the face, he railed against the high priest, and look at 
the outcome. Acts 23:2-5: 

“2The high priest Ananias commanded those standing beside him to strike him on 

the mouth. 3Then Paul said to him, ‘God is going to strike you, you whitewashed 
wall! Do you sit to try me according to the Law, and in violation of the Law order 

me to be struck?’ 4But the bystanders said, ‘Do you revile God’s high priest?’ 
5And Paul said, ‘I was not aware, brethren, that he was high priest; for it is written, 
“You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.” 

Paul, like David, knew that he crossed a boundary with the Lord when he spoke 
out against the high priest. So what do we do with leaders who dishonor us and 
make our lives miserable? Realize Kingdom values outweigh human values. 

When we honor even those who dishonor us, we position ourselves to be used by 
Jesus in a powerful way. This takes prayer and surrender to His heart. It takes Holy 
Spirit-given love for those we don’t even like. But this is our journey. Today if you 
find yourself underneath a person you just loath, bow your heart down and pray for 
them and yourself. Ask the Holy Spirit to make the most of the situation for His 
glory and your growth. He can turn a horrible and unhappy situation into a tool you 
will be glad He used in your life. 

Prayer: Jesus, I don’t like my situation and my leader. Please cause my heart to 
trust in you. Teach me patience and kindness in the midst of dishonor. Thank you, 
Lord, that you lived with unjust leaders and you flourished with them. Remind me 
that in you I can do the same. Amen. 



DAY 19: GUARD YOUR MIND AND YOUR HEART 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 25:14-17 
“But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, saying, ‘Behold, David sent 

messengers from the wilderness to greet our master, and he scorned them. 15Yet 
the men were very good to us, and we were not insulted, nor did we miss anything 

as long as we went about with them, while we were in the fields. 16They were a 
wall to us both by night and by day, all the time we were with them tending the 
sheep. Now therefore, know and consider what you should do, for evil is plotted 
against our master and against all his household; and he is such a worthless man 
that no one can speak to him.’ ” 

REFLECT: 

In today’s world conflict is easy to find and hard to deal with. We are such busy 
people that the pace of our lives often sets us on a collision course with others who, 
like us, are far too busy to be thoughtful. The rush steals our margin and leaves us 
vulnerable to conflict. How do you react when you are offended? When someone is 
rude to you? Jesus encourages us over and over to be patient and kind with others, 
to love them even if they don’t love us, to be generous in our spirit towards people. 

But far too often we are just like David, offended and wounded. But rather than 
bowing our hearts to Jesus and asking Him to mend us, we strike back. David had 
taught his men well. They were thoughtful and life-giving to this man Nabal’s 
workers. But when David needs Nabal’s help, he was turned away unjustly, and, 
like us, David was super offended. 

The problem here isn’t if we get offended by others, because we all do. The 
problem is when we let it go far too deep within us and make it so personal, we 
begin to lose our mind and our heart and then we are in danger. So much pain 
could be avoided if we would just stop, stop our emotions and reflect, pray and 
wait. That doesn’t release my tension and it doesn’t allow me retribution but it does 
get me into a place where the Holy Spirit can work in me. When David is offended 
here, he loses one of his greatest strengths, self-control, and he endangers his 
destiny. 

A couple of years ago I wrote a letter to a good friend who had wounded me and I 
was just about ready to push the send button when I felt this little nudge from the 
Holy Spirit that said, “Ask Gale.” No way, I thought. I am totally justified in 
feeling the way I do. “Ask Gale...ask Gale...ask Gale.” So I read it to Gale. Her 



response was, “You don’t want to send that letter. You love that guy and you will 
ruin your relationship with him forever. Take the high road and call him. Go meet 
with him and hear his heart.” Wow. I humbled myself and I did what she 
suggested, and the relationship was saved, much to my great joy today. Friends, 
take time today to allow the Spirit of God into all your interactions with others and 
you will be glad you did. 

Prayer: Jesus, I surrender my heart to you today. I want your way in all my 
interactions with others. Please remind me to slow down, not speed up, when I am 
offended. I hunger for you to direct me in a life-giving way today. Thank you, Lord! 
Amen. 

���
DAY 20 :A GENTLE WORD CAN SAVE THE DAY 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I SAMUEL 25:23-33 
“23When Abigail saw David, she hurried and dismounted from her donkey, and 

fell on her face before David and bowed herself to the ground. 24She fell at his feet 
and said, ‘On me alone, my lord, be the blame. And please let your maidservant 

speak to you, and listen to the words of your maidservant.’ 32Then David said to 
Abigail, ‘Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who sent you this day to meet me, 
33and blessed be your discernment, and blessed be you, who have kept me this day 
from bloodshed and from avenging myself by my own hand.’ ” 

REFLECT: 

This is a wild story of a very wise woman whose husband had greatly offended 
David, and when she heard about it she made it her issue to reconcile. God has set 
out wisdom for all of us that goes miles when we end up in heated situations. 

Proverbs 15:1 New American Standard Bible tells us: 
“A gentle answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger.” The New 
Living Translation puts it this way:  
“A gentle answer deflects anger, but harsh words make tempers flare.” 

A gentle answer deflects anger but harsh words stoke the fire! When I am offended, 
a gentle word is probably the furthest thing from my mind. How about you? When 



the Holy Spirit begins to speak into us in times of conflict He will always speak 
this to us. “A gentle word heals, but a harsh response makes it all worse.” 

I remember the day the Lord taught me this lesson. A bunch of us were playing 
Frisbee golf in the street. Throw the Frisbee as close to the fire hydrant down the 
street, and whoever hits the hydrant first with the fewest throws wins that round. 
Well, one of the guy’s Frisbee hit a car parked in the street. It didn’t dent or scratch 
it, but the owner came flying out of the garage and lit into the guy. I was a young 
Christian and a college basketball player who was 6”8” tall and so I was in no 
mood for this guy cussing my buddy out. I started to move in on the guy when my 
friend said, “No, stop, he is right. I was completely wrong for not being more 
thoughtful about his car. I am very sorry.” The guy, like me, didn’t know what to 
do. He was totally disarmed, and we picked up our Frisbees and went on our way. 
Later my friend quoted Proverbs 15:1 to me and told me it was the Holy Spirit who 
empowered the word into the guy’s heart and softened his attitude. I was 
astounded. All I knew was to ramp it up and make it worse but Jesus has a better 
way. 

This lady’s name was Abigail. Her husband’s name was Nabal, which actually 
means a fool or to be foolish, and he lived up to his name. But his wife’s humble, 
kind and gentle response saved David from making a tragic mistake. When things 
get intense and hard, stop, bow your heart and ask for supernatural power to speak 
kindly into others’ lives. Jesus will do it. 

Prayer: Jesus, my whole life I have been taught to respond to others’ anger with 
anger. Teach me, Lord, that a gentle word turns away anger and that you, Holy 
Spirit, can do this supernatural work in me. I want you to have your way in me, so 
please move in me today. Amen. 

DAY 21: A GREAT FALL 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: II SAMUEL 11:2,4 
“2Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around on the 
roof of the king’s house, and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the 

woman was very beautiful in appearance. 4David sent messengers and took her, 

and when she came to him, he lay with her...5The woman conceived; and she sent 
and told David, and said, “I am pregnant.”  



REFLECT: 

Looking seems so innocent, yet it gets us into so much trouble. Our eyes can be 
our downfall for they open the gate to our heart. I John 2:16 NLT says: 

“16For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for 
everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These are not 
from the Father, but are from this world.” 

A craving for everything we see. This can make life so difficult. David was now 
the king over all of Israel. He had the power to take what he saw, and he did. This 
is such an easy thing for each of us to do when we have the position or the power 
to take care of ourselves instead of others. We are taught by the world that this is 
our right and our privilege and yet it destroys people and families. It broke David’s 
life and infiltrated his family with disaster. Jesus was just the opposite. He had the 
power and the possibility to take and have whatever He desired but His love for 
you and me drove Him not to take but to give. Philippians 2:3-7 explains this to 
us: 

“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard 

one another as more important than yourselves; 4do not merely look out for your 

own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5Have this attitude in 

yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6who, although He existed in the form 

of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied 
Himself...” 

Jesus operated with humility always looking out for the interests of others. David 
had lived much of his life in the same fashion but power corrupted his heart. 
Instead of looking out for others’ interest, he was only looking out for his own. 

Some of us have been blessed with great position and possibility or maybe you are 
young and hunger for both of these things. Beware. They both come with a high 
price: your life. If you choose to be a taker instead of a giver, selfish instead of 
generous, you may gather to yourself for a season but you will lose your destiny. 

Jesus is looking for servant-hearted leaders who really care for others ahead of 
themselves. Are you one? If so, you can count on Him blessing and multiplying 
you and your resources so you can touch and give life to others. If you are 
struggling with selfishness, bow your heart before His throne and tell Him you 



hunger to have a new heart, His heart for others, and He will begin a fresh and life-
giving work in you. 

Prayer: Jesus, my flesh is selfish and my eyes deceive me. Please touch me, Holy 
Spirit, so I would see as you see and love as you love. Lead me to use my position 
and authority to bless and bring life to others, not myself. Amen. 

DAY 22: HIDING FROM HIS EYES 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: II SAMUEL 12:7-9 
“7Nathan then said to David... ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘“It is I who 
anointed you king over Israel and it is I who delivered you from the hand of 
Saul...I gave you the house of Israel and Judah; and if that had been too little, I 

would have added to you many more things like these! 9Why have you despised 
the word of the LORD by doing evil in His sight? You have struck down Uriah the 
Hittite with the sword, and you have taken his wife to be your wife...” 

REFLECT: 

So much is lost when we fall but so much more is lost when we hide. David had 
fallen and the Lord had come, as He does to you and me, and He had called David 
to repent and return home to the Lord. But, like us, David hid from God. What are 
we thinking? How can we hide our sin from Jesus, the one who sees all things? We 
are deceived and we stumble, and then when the grace of God comes to heal us we 
are so foolish as to reject our only hope. So we wallow in our pain and somehow 
hope it goes away. It won’t. David found this out. Psalm 32:1-5: 

“How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered! How 
blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, And in whose 
spirit there is no deceit! When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon 
me; My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. I 
acknowledged my sin to you, And my iniquity I did not hide; I said, ‘I will confess 
my transgressions to the LORD’— And you forgave the guilt of my sin.” 

Jesus loves us too much to not press us deeply when we have fallen hard. We run; 
He chases us. We hide, and He waits for the right time to touch our hearts again. If 



you are hiding sin today, my friend, surrender. He already knows, and the longer 
you wait the more you suffer. As David said, “When I kept silent about my sin, my 
body wasted away...for day and night your hand was heavy upon me.” But when 
we confess our sin and open up to His grace, He begins a deep healing and 
cleansing of our hearts and lives. Confess your sin and watch how He forgives 
your guilt. Don’t hide. It is useless and far too painful. 

Prayer: Jesus, when I hide from you I always hurt myself more. Teach me to trust 
you deeply and to know your love intimately. That is when I find the liberty I need 
to run to you with my sin and shame. Thank you for grace, Father, your deep love 
that heals my painful wounds. Amen. 

DAY 23: WILLFUL AND WEAK 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: II SAMUEL 12:9 
“9Why have you despised the word of the LORD by doing evil in His sight? You 
have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and you have taken his wife to 
be your wife...” 

REFLECT: 

Humans are interesting, aren’t we? We can be so bright and engaging, and then just 
moments later we can be deceptive and dark. David was a brilliant man and an 
extremely gifted human being, but 100% human nonetheless. He had every fault 
you and I have and he handled some of them in less-than-stellar fashion, yet he 
loved God and he was deeply loved by the Lord. This should give each of us 
something to think about. 

Being human and weak, sinful even, and stupid doesn’t keep Jesus from loving us. 
After David fell with Bathsheba, he then began doing what we often do: covering it 
up. But his cover-up was very dark and deadly. He intentionally had her husband 
killed in a battle in order to protect himself. He lost so much that the Lord had for 
him. He lost the child Bathsheba bore him and then he lost two other sons due to 
his own sinfulness. He lost anointing and authority in the spiritual realm. 

It is one thing to fall in our weakness, and it is yet another to cover it up willfully 
and intentionally. God treats both of these sins differently. Weakness is just that, 
weak, but willfulness is turning our hearts against the Holy Spirit and choosing to 
run to darkness. Fear, insecurity and pride drive us away from Jesus and into 
willful sin, just as they drove David. But lying and deceit can never heal what has 



been broken by our sin. Only the blood of Jesus can heal us. Hebrews 9:14 
declares this: 

“How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God.” 

We all must figure this out if we are to live fully for Jesus. He died to heal us. He is 
extravagantly in love with us, and we would do well to run to Him when we fall 
and fail. No matter how bad it is, He wants in your mess. Hiding never brings life 
or healing. It only allows the enemy to continue to torment us. 

James 5:16 tells us how to get the healing we need. “Therefore, confess your sins 
to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed.” When we 
confess our sins to our Father, we receive forgiveness; but it is when we confess 
our sins to our brother or sister that we receive healing from the bondage of shame. 
So if you find yourself trapped, find a friend or pastor you can trust and tell them 
the truth. It will free you and heal you and restore your heart. 

Prayer: Jesus, thank you that you died so I could live. I hunger to live in freedom 
not bondage. Please teach me to come to you and not to hide when I have fallen. 
Forgive me for my weakness and my willfulness. They both draw me away from 
you. Amen. 

DAY 24: WHEN OUR DREAMS DIE 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: II SAMUEL 15:5-6 
“When a man came near...he would put out his hand and take hold of him and kiss 

him. 6In this manner Absalom dealt with all Israel who came to the King for 
judgment; so Absalom stole away the hearts of the men of Israel.” 

REFLECT: 

David, like us, had dreams. Many of them, also like us, were for his children. But 
what do you do when your dreams die? When the things you longed to see take 
place either in your life or the life of your children don’t happen? Or when those 
you love turn on you? It has probably happened to all of us at some point in our 
lives. David’s life was marked by great triumphs and huge and very painful failures 
and loss. 



David’s sin with Bathsheba opened his family to pain, vast amounts of pain. His 
failures with women in general were his downfall. His lust was passed on to his 
sons. They lusted for women and power. When David realized what he had 
perpetrated on them, he was devastated. But, like so many of us, at the moment he 
didn’t think about the cost to others, only the hunger of his flesh for himself. 

David had dreamed of his son Absalom becoming king one day. When his firstborn 
son Amnon had raped his half-sister Tamar he was disqualified and he was later 
murdered by Absalom. But even after Absalom’s revenge killing, David still 
wanted him to become king because he had much of David’s heart and leadership 
ability. 

Unfortunately, he also had his father’s lack of self-control at times, so waiting to 
become king was not something he really wanted to do. Thus he took matters into 
his own hands and undermined his own father and king in order to secure the 
throne. 

Heartbroken, David made his way out of Jerusalem and up the Mount of Olives as 
II Samuel 15:30 describes: 

“And David went up the ascent of the Mount of Olives, and wept as he went, and 
his head was covered and he walked barefoot.” 

This was such a sad commentary on such a great man. But it is our story too. When 
we make decisions in our flesh, the impact is far greater than most of us realize. 
We wound those we love and we destroy our destiny for a moment of pleasure or 
power. 

Today stop and bow your heart. Remind yourself that your time alone each day 
with the Lord is your safeguard against poor choices. Ask Him to guard both your 
heart and your mind in Christ. 

Prayer: Father, today put your hedge around my heart. Guard me from foolish 
ambition and wrong, hurtful choices. Thank you that your plans for me are plans 
for life, not death, plans for a future and a renewed hope. Amen. 

DAY 25: HE IS YOUR GLORY AND YOUR SHIELD 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: PSALM 3 
“O Lord, how my adversaries have increased! Many are rising up against me. 
Many are saying of my soul, ‘There is no deliverance for him in God.’ But You, O 



LORD, are a shield about me, My glory, and the One who lifts my head. I was 
crying to the LORD with my voice, And He answered me from His holy mountain. 
I lay down and slept; I awoke, for the LORD sustains me. I will not be afraid of ten 
thousands of people Who have set themselves against me round about. Arise, O 
LORD; save me, O my God!” 

REFLECT: 

When David’s dreams died, he did the one thing that sustained him and made him 
the great man he was: He ran to God. Oh, if each of us would be as wise. When 
pain closes in and circumstances overwhelm you, don’t run to others first; run to 
Him. He is, as David said in Psalm 3, “A shield about me, my glory and the One 
who lifts my head.” Please be reminded that David wrote Psalm 3 when his son 
Absalom was attempting to overthrow him and take his throne, and that it was all 
because of David’s own failures as a father and a king. 

In times of trouble we have two choices: One is to run to Him or the other is to run 
from Him. Often we believe if someone else has wounded us or some circumstance 
beyond our control has us in great difficulty, then we have liberty to bring it to 
Him. But some of us believe if our problems are of our own making we must 
handle them ourselves, and then we compound them by telling ourselves we have 
no place with Jesus. We somehow believe His love for us is built on our actions 
when in reality His love for us is built on who He is, not what we do. 

David understood this principle so well that even though his problems were almost 
entirely his own making, he still ran to God. He still found the Lord to be his 
answer because David understood grace, the kind, life-giving grace of Jesus. It is 
amazing and healing. It is just as David wrote of Him who can save us, “I was 
crying to the LORD with my voice, and He answered me from His holy 
mountain...the LORD sustains me...Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God!” 

Jesus is here today to save you. Cry out to Him as David did and ask the Holy 
Spirit to convince you today that Jesus is your answer, no matter what your 
problem is. Ask Him to teach you in your innermost being that His love and grace 
toward you are not bound up in what you do but in who He is. 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, today I ask you to convince me of how deeply I am loved by 
Jesus. Teach me of His heart of love towards me and how His grace can heal my 
heart and all my broken situations. Thank you, Lord that your love towards me isn’t 
built on what I do but on who you are. Amen. 



DAY 26: PRIDE COMES BEFORE OUR FALL 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: II SAMUEL 24:2-4 

“Take a census of all the tribes of Israel—from Dan in the north to Beersheba in 
the south—so I may know how many people there are.” 

REFLECT: 

Why do we humans always hunger for power? There is something in us that often 
drives our flesh to be better or stronger or more beautiful than others. What is that? 
It corrupts the Spirit of God in us. It derails our destiny and sets us up for painful 
failure as it did with David. It is called pride. The Hebrew word for pride in the 
Old Testament has to do with lifting yourself up. That is what David did on this 
occasion, and it is what we all do when we become prideful. 

“Count the people” for David meant, “How strong are my armies.” It was all about 
power and control. But Jesus is never about power and control. He is always about 
life and encouragement, hope and healing, defeating darkness and delivering 
others. He is all about humility. He was never ashamed to be humble. He found it 
to contain great strength. Pride, on the other hand, drives us to seek others’ 
approval and puts us in very vulnerable places with others. 

The book of Proverbs has much to say about pride and power corrupting our lives. 

Proverbs 11:2 

“When pride comes, then comes dishonor, But with the humble is wisdom. “ 

Proverbs 16:18 

“Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling.” 

When pride grips us dishonor is around the corner and destruction is on the way. 
We stumble badly as David did here. Humility, on the other hand, is the way of 
Jesus. Everything about Jesus was humble from His birthplace in a barn to His 
parents’ low economic means which prevented them from even being able to bring 
a lamb to the temple to sacrifice commemorating their thanksgiving for Jesus’ 
birth. 

Jesus Himself was the picture of humility, always deferring to the Father’s will and 
the Father’s desire; He would often do this openly to teach us how to live. As 



Andrew Murray says in his book on humility, “Jesus was nothing so His Father 
could be everything.” My friend today ask the Holy Spirit to change your thinking 
if you are embarrassed to consider yourself humble or to live a humble lifestyle or 
engage in a spirit of humility each day. We can never take on the likeness of Jesus 
unless we do as Peter tells us in I Peter 5:5: 

“All of you clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God 
opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble." 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, today I ask you to clothe me in humility and teach me that 
humility isn’t a thing to fear but in fact humility positions me for greatness in the 
Father’s Kingdom. I bow down to you today, Lord Jesus, and I ask for your heart 
of humility to be born deeper and deeper in me. Thank you, Lord, for doing your 
work in me. Amen. 

DAY 27: WORSHIP FROM THE HEART 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: II SAMUEL 24:22-24 
“2Araunah said to David, ‘Let my lord the king take and offer up what is good in 
his sight. Look, the oxen for the burnt offering, the threshing sledges and the yokes 

of the oxen for the wood. 23Everything, O king, Araunah gives to the king...’ 
24However, the king said to Araunah, ‘No, but I will surely buy it from you for a 
price, for I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God which cost me 
nothing.’ ” 

REFLECT: 

David’s greatness flowed out of his worship. Even when he had fallen and sinned 
against the Lord he understood the favor of God was on his life and he gave 
thanks. After his pride drove him to number the men in Israel in order to determine 
the strength of his army, when he saw his sin, he came to the Lord. He ran to the 
Lord, not away from Him. He knew that his Father held all things and that his only 
way to heal this deep breach was to repent and worship again. 

When you fail and fall, realize you can still live in the favor of God. The cross 
made a way to heal your heart and life. You cannot pay your own price to redeem 
your situation but you can come to Jesus and cry out for Him to heal you. His 
blood shed on Calvary is for you, yes, for your shortcomings, your pride, your bad 
choices and wrong thinking. Jesus died so you can live in spite of your sin. But you 



must come to Him, bow down before Him and worship Him. Give Him your heart 
and realize that in your surrender He will call you into deep worship with Himself. 

David got this when He went to make an offering to the Lord. He likely had no 
idea that this place where the Lord sent him to worship was the same place where 
Abraham offered the great sacrifice of Isaac nor did he realize that one day the 
Temple he hungered to build for God would be built on this very spot. What he 
knew was he had to obey, and that meant taking the time to lay out his heart before 
the Lord and repent. 

So he went to Araunah’s threshing floor to worship, and when he did Araunah did 
what many would do for a man of David’s position: He offered to give him all he 
needed to honor the Lord. But David knew taking someone else’s offering wasn’t 
worship. He had to bring his own heart to the Lord and that would cost him. It was 
then that he said: 

“No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price, for I will not offer burnt offerings 
to the LORD my God which cost me nothing.” 

Worship costs us. It should take our time and energy, our heart and honesty and, in 
some cases, our money. David’s statement clearly suggests this; a cost. When God 
wants something from us that is costly, it isn’t because He is broke; it is because 
He wants our hearts. David’s sacrifice wasn’t for God; it was for David. It bore the 
marks of his heart and the message that he felt deep inside. Offering ourselves to 
Jesus doesn’t always or even often come easy. It costs us but it is always life-
giving and healing. 

Prayer: Father, today I come and lay out my life before you. Teach me to live in 
your favor so that when I fail I will run to you and not away from you. Holy Spirit, 
lead me into deeper worship of Jesus. I hunger to lay out my heart and life before 
Him. Amen. 

DAY 28: FAILURE DOESN’T HAVE TO DEFINE YOU 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I CHRONICLES 22:7-8 
“My son, I had intended to build a house to the name of the Lord my God. 8But 
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and have 
waged great wars; you shall not build a house to My name, because you have shed 
so much blood on the earth before Me.’ ” 



REFLECT: 

Failure is such a tough part of all of our lives. We hate to fail, and often when we 
do we begin to allow the failure to shape our view of ourselves, sometimes even to 
the point that it begins to become our identity. 

Failure is real for all of us. What you do with it will determine if it builds you or 
breaks you. The Bible is full of stories of people who failed at marriage, at 
decision-making, at relationships, at selfishness. On and on the list could go. Yet 
many of those same people became world-changers like David. 

When you fail, does it shape your identity in a negative way? Do you begin to 
think you really are a loser? David, for all of his greatness, was also a massive 
failure. In fact, I don’t know a person who is viewed as successful who has not 
failed greatly. David hungered to build a Temple for God. He wanted that building 
to be a legacy of his heart towards God. But it wasn’t to be, because of his past 
failures. 

His failures prevented him from attaining his deep desire. Isn’t that just like you 
and me? We fall and fail, and then we lose something we desperately wanted, 
loved or needed. But God is bigger than our failures, just as He was bigger than 
David’s. He is faithful to reset our course and redirect our purpose into His hand. 

This is the promise of Romans 8:28: 
“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” 

When we read a verse like this, often we can’t get our heads around it much less 
get our hearts to believe it. This verse stands as tall as any we find in the entire 
Bible. It is everything Jesus brings to us, healing, possibility, grace, forgiveness, 
love and restoration, all in one short verse. God causes every failure and loss and 
wound, struggle and terror to work something life-giving if we will lay it down 
before Him. 

That means we don’t walk out on Him when we fail but rather we lean in to Him, 
realizing as David did that our failures don’t change God’s heart of favor towards 
us. His heart is not built on what we do but on who He is. So whatever you are 
dealing with, learn from David. Run to God and let Him put the pieces back 
together again. He is way better at that than you and I will ever be. 



Prayer: Jesus, I am here today asking that you will not allow me to live unhappily 
in my failures. Far too often you have forgiven me long before I forgive myself. I 
desire for my identity to be shaped by your view of me, not by my view of my 
failures. Please move in on me in this area, Holy Spirit. Thank you, Lord, for being 
so healing in my life. Amen. 

DAY 29: FIND YOUR GLASS HALF FULL 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I CHRONICLES 22:7-8 
“My son, I had intended to build a house to the name of the Lord my God. 8But 
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and have 
waged great wars; you shall not build a house to My name, because you have shed 
so much blood on the earth before Me.’ ” 

REFLECT: 

When we crash headlong into disappointment, most of us don’t stop to give thanks 
for what we have because it is so human to dwell on what we don’t have or what 
we have lost. David had lost a ton here. But, amazingly he settled the issue with the 
Lord and decided to move ahead, to make the best out of what he had, not dwelling 
on what he had lost. 

This is a grand trait that would serve many of us well if we could allow ourselves 
to embrace the part God is rescuing for us and not live in what we have lost. II 
Samuel tells this story with a bit of a different twist than I Chronicles. God first 
reminded David where he had come from, a lowly shepherd boy who became king. 
Perspective sure can help when we are in the midst of disappointment. Only after 
reminding David of his life’s blessing did He break the news to him that he wasn’t 
going to build God a house; it would be his son. II Samuel 7:8,12: 

“I took you from the pasture and from tending the sheep and made you leader of 

my people Israel. 9I have been with you everywhere you have gone and have 
defeated your enemies for you. I will make you as famous as any of the great 
people on the earth. 

“When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up 
your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his 

kingdom. 13He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom forever.” 



So many great leaders in the Bible faced exactly the same kind of huge 
disappointments that you and I have faced: Moses being told he wouldn’t make it 
to the Promised Land, Joseph being sold as a slave and never growing up with his 
family, Ruth who had her husband die and her world shattered. On and on the list 
goes; but God can heal, my friend. He knows our loss and our disappointment and 
He is bigger than both. 

Don’t hold on and grow bitter. Relent as David did and embrace the journey as the 
twists and turns come. Surrender to him and let him heal the situation on His terms, 
His way. He will prosper you and His blessings will flow in you once again. 

Prayer: Father, you are all wise, and I often forget that in my day-to-day battle. I 
want to declare to you that I trust your way. I embrace your healing in my 
disappointment. Move in on me, Holy Spirit, with your comfort and assurance and 
teach me that you can heal my disappointment and make life flow again. Amen. 

DAY 30: NO REGRETS AND TONS OF MERCY 

SCRIPTURE FOR THE DAY: I CHRONICLES 22:11-13 

“Now, my son, the LORD be with you that you may be successful, and build the 

house of the LORD your God just as He has spoken concerning you. 12Only the 
LORD give you discretion and understanding, and give you charge over Israel, so 

that you may keep the law of the LORD your God. 13Then you will prosper, if you 
are careful to observe the statutes and the ordinances which the LORD commanded 
Moses concerning Israel. Be strong and courageous, do not fear nor be dismayed.”  

REFLECT: 

Make others better when you are around them! This is the heart of God. It is what 
Jesus always did. Instead of sitting on the sidelines of life and pouting over his 
loss, David made it a point to bless what God was doing in his son Solomon. As 
the king and the leader, he could have made this transition difficult as many men 
before and after him have done, men who had smaller hearts. However, David not 
only took his circumstances and made them a blessing, but he went beyond the call 
to make sure everyone around him would succeed. 

That is a true sign of greatness. No insecurity, no fear of others’ success. Move 
with God! Move with power. Jump into what the Holy Spirit is doing even if He is 
doing it with someone besides you. Don’t be afraid of losing out. You can’t when 



you jump in and bless others. Solomon was going to build the temple, not David, 
so the only question was would it be a shared event and one in which David could 
help build and bless or would it be a painful reminder of David’s own selfishness 
and failure? 

We all face these types of situations at work, at school, on the team, in the 
neighborhood. This is life. Let Jesus’ light shine through you by giving yourself 
and your desires up for the King and the Kingdom. 

Let me close this journey with David’s own words because they are words of 
greatness. Read them slowly and closely and ask the Holy Spirit to give you a heart 
like this, would you? I Chronicles 22:14-19: 

“Now behold, with great pains I have prepared for the house of the LORD 100,000 
talents of gold and 1,000,000 talents of silver, and bronze and iron beyond weight, 
for they are in great quantity; also timber and stone I have prepared, and you may 

add to them...Arise and work, and may the LORD be with you. “17David also 

commanded all the leaders of Israel to help his son Solomon, saying, 18’Is not the 
LORD your God with you? And has He not given you rest on every side? For He 
has given the inhabitants of the land into my hand, and the land is subdued before 

the LORD and before His people. 19“Now set your heart and your soul to seek the 
LORD your God; arise, therefore, and build the sanctuary of the LORD God, so 
that you may bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD and the holy vessels of 
God into the house that is to be built for the name of the LORD.’ ” 

Prayer: David’s heart is amazing. Father, please impart a heart like that to me, a 
heart after God, a heart that makes other people better, a heart that shines your 
light in the darkness of my world. Teach me to never fear blessing others and 
making them a success. Thank you Lord. Amen.  
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