
 

 

    NT Group Sermon Study 
    Church-ish: Collection of Individuals 
 
    December 4, 2016 

Break the Ice  
(A key part of healthy group life is to make sure your group gets to know each other and 
builds good relationships) 
 
Ask these questions to get participation started and to introduce this study’s theme. 
• When you hear the word “team”, what images or examples come to mind?  
• What is your favorite team that you’ve ever been part of? Why? 
• What are the ingredients that make for a great team? 
 
This study and discussion is based on Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; . 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (NIV) 
9 Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: 10 If either 
of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one 
to help them up. 11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one 
keep warm alone? 12 Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A 
cord of three strands is not quickly broken. 
 
1. Read Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 together as a group. In addition to the ways mentioned by 
the writer of Ecclesiastes, how are two people better than one? Explain what the writer 
means by the statement, “A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.” 
 
2. The Bible consistently emphasizes that we are to be in strong relationships with each 
other. How does Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 communicate this truth? How could you restate 
these verses as a negative – i.e. “One is worse that two because…”? 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so 
it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—
whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.  
 
15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it 
would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, 
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop 
being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of 
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But 
in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them 



 

 

to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many 
parts, but one body.  
 
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the 
feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat 
with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special 
modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the 
body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be 
no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If 
one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with 
it. 
 
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has 
placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, 
then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts 
of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 Now eagerly desire the greater 
gifts. 
 
3. Read I Corinthians 12:12-14 together as a group. How does the image of the body 
parallel to our lives together as follower of Jesus? How can we all be like Jesus as we 
follow him yet still be unique and distinct from each other? 
 
4. Read I Corinthians 12:15-20. The author of this letter, Paul, uses the foot as an 
example of a body part that plays a specific role. In your own words, explain what Paul’s 
primary point is using this example? 
 
5. Why would Paul use the almost humorous example of a body being made up of all 
ears or all eyes? What do we gain through our differences? 
 
6. Read I Corinthians 12:21-26. How do these verses illustrate the interdependence of 
God’s people?   
 
7. Reread I Corinthians 12:22. How are the weaker parts of the body indispensable? 
How might this play out in the Church? 
 
8. Read I Corinthians 12:27-31. What are some parts of the Church that make it function 
well? What roles do you play? 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Next Steps: 
 
1. It is important to be connected to other followers of Jesus to gain mutual strength and 
support along with serving together. What are you doing to connect with others and 
giving/receiving in those relationships? 
 
2. All the parts of the family of faith are important. What are you called to do in God’s 
family? If you don’t do it, how will God’s family be hurt? 
 
3. What is one thing you could do this week for someone else that would pour some of 
who God has been to you out into the life of someone else?  


