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Break the Ice:  
In your opinion, which of the following is the “greater” life? Why?  
 a. Being a stay-at-home parent 
 b. Being the general manager of a Wendy’s fast-food restaurant 
 c. Being a highly sought and traveling speaker/author 
 d. Being a medial missionary in Nicaragua  
 

Same question, different options:  
 a. Being an inner city school teacher 
 b. Being an international helicopter pilot 
 c. Being a small-town hairdresser  
 d. Being the CEO for a large corporation  
 

It’s interesting what we perceive as the “greater” life, isn’t it? As it turns out, the 
greater life isn’t necessarily all about status & wealth, excitement, or even 
honorability. Some may travel many miles while others may stay where they are 
for their entire lives - but which is truly greater? The answer is whichever one 
God calls you to do. 
 

Author/Speaker Steven Furtick writes this in his book titled “Greater”: “God’s 
greater purpose in any area of your life means giving up your false expectations 
of greatness to find the greater things He’s called only you to do. It means giving 
up on what others can do that you wish you could do and what you would do if 
you had certain gifts that you, candidly, do not have and may never develop. 
When you embrace the limitations of your current life situation and decide to 
trust God completely and cooperate with Him fully in this season of you life, 
even greater things are possible…You have everything you need to do all that God 
is calling you to do right now” 
 

Discussion:  

• When have you wished that you had the ability or talent to do something that 
someone else could do? 

 

• Have you ever thought, “I could serve God better if I only had 
________________”? If so, what was the __________? 

 



 

 

• Is it difficult to believe that you have everything you need to do all that God is 
calling you to do right now? Why or why not? What would it take for you to 
truly believe this?  

 

Sometimes, we focus more on what we don’t have rather than what we do have. 
This past Sunday, we celebrated Child Dedication and Graduation Sunday. Some 
of us are in the season of being a parent of young children or a graduating high 
school student while others of us remember it well.  
 

• In what ways do you think parents of young children and high school 
students might focus on what they don’t have? What would you tell them to 
help encourage them to focus on what they DO have?  

 

Also this past Sunday, we heard the powerful story of Cody and Ashley - if you 
missed it, check it out in this week’s message on our website or on Facebook.  
 

• Are there circumstances that may have occurred in your life that you feel 
might hold you back from doing greater things for God? What are they and 
why do you feel this way?  

 

Read 2 Kings 4:1-7  

• What strikes you most in this strange story? Try to summarize what strikes 
you from the story in a phrase 5 words or less. (ex: “The prophet is a mad man” 
or “God is always providing a way”)  

 

• Look at how Elisha responds to the widow’s plea in verse 2. If you were the 
widow, what would you be thinking?  

 

• Aside from the widow in this story, can you think of other people in the Bible 
that focused on what they didn’t have or who thought their circumstances 
could never allow them to do great things for God? What happened in their 
story?  

 

Application & Next Steps 

• What is your “widow’s oil”? In other words, what are some things that you have 
(gifts, skills, relationships, experiences, knowledge, etc.) that God can use in a 
greater way? How can you put these things to work now for God’s greater 
purpose? 

• Read Isaiah 55:8-9. In light of everything we’ve discussed and read, what 
comfort and truth can we find in these verses?  

• How can the group encourage you, pray for you, and hold you accountable in 
putting these things to work now for God’s greater purpose?  


