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Ice Breaker: Do you have a harder time saying “Yes” to new opportunities or saying “No?” 
Describe a time where that has been difficult.  
 
Read Luke 14:25-35 out loud in your group. 
 
Verse 26 sounds really harsh but Bible scholars tell us that “hating” is a Semitic expression 
for loving something less (see Gen. 29:30-31; Deut. 21:15-17; Matt. 10:37). With this in mind 
what “big rocks” does Jesus mention in this verse and in what order should they be 
prioritized in our lives?  
 
The Bible uses the shocking image of crucifixion as a parallel with discipleship (following 
Jesus).  In Mark 8:34, Jesus says, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me.” If following Jesus first — no matter what — is authentic 
discipleship then what do you think the “life to the full” that Jesus came to bring us (John 
10:10) looks like?  
 
Back in the housing crash of 2008, it was not unusual to see many half built homes 
completely abandoned and foreclosed upon. Verses 28-32 give us two examples from Jesus. 
What is he saying about those who quickly choose to follow Jesus without considering the 
cost of the commitment?   
 
The “jelly bean” video we watched on Sunday 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOksW_NabEk) is a reminder of Psalm 90:10, 12 that 
says, “Seventy years are given to us, some might even reach eighty. So teach us to number 
our days, that we may grow in wisdom.” How do we gain wisdom by numbering our days? 
 
What values do you have personally or for your family? Take some time to share them with 
your group and how you protect those values against things that might distract from them.  
 
Psalm 139 tells us that we are fearfully and wonderfully made by God. And Ephesians 2 tells 
us that we were created to do good works that God prepared in advance for us to do. Some 
of us may be in jobs that aren’t necessarily the “good works” that God has created us to do, 
the thing we lay awake at night wishing we could spend our time doing. What would it like 
if you put on your calendar an hour a day doing that very thing God might be calling you to 
do? 
 
If you could do one thing for God and resources were no obstacle what would you do? 
 



 

 

Take some time for prayer requests and if there are those who have never thought about 
making values for their life encourage one another to do so. Close by praying for one 
another.  
 


