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Break the Ice  
(A key part of healthy group life is to make sure your group gets to know each other 
and builds good relationships) 
What was the best party you have ever been to? What made it so epic? 
 
Read Matthew 9:9 ‐13 together as a group. 
 
1. Why do you suppose Jesus chose ordinary fisherman and corrupt tax collectors as 
disciples rather than handpicking people who were a bit more cultured and religious? 
 
2. Is it difficult for you to picture Jesus as a frequent party-goer? Why or why not? 
 
3. What types of things did you give up in order to follow Jesus? Has it been worth it? 
Why or why not?  
 
4. Matthew—a former tax collector himself—was probably keenly aware that his former 
business associates would think he was crazy to cash in his entire career and follow 
Jesus instead. If Matthew were alive today and came to you for advice on how to deal 
with the raised eyebrows and cynical questions of his old friends, what would you say? 
 
5. Despite the fact that Matthew had only been following Jesus for a short time when he 
decided to host his banquet, somehow he knew he could trust Jesus to be gracious 
and accepting of his close friends—most of whom were also corrupt tax collectors. Do 
you believe Jesus is still in the business of receiving people in this manner? What 
about His Church? Why or why not? 
 
6. Christian author and theologian A.W. Tozer writes:“It is the devil’s business to keep 
Christians mourning and weeping with pity beside the cross instead of demonstrating 
that Jesus Christ is risen, indeed. When will the Christian church rise up, depend on 
His promise and power, and get on the offensive for the risen and ascended Savior?”  
What does Tozer mean by this and can you give examples where you have seen this to 
be true?  
 
Next Steps: 
1. No matter who you are, you can do this—you too can host a “Matthew Party” and 
allow spiritual sparks to fly? Think creatively about the opportunity that is in front of you. 
What type of Matthew Party would you have? Who would you invite, and what would 
you hope they would glean from the experience? 
 
2. Who do you say Jesus is…? Consider changing your Facebook profile for the month 
of March by writing “Jesus is…”, finishing the statement and taking a photo of you and 
your declaration.  
  


