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Big Idea: Our love for God and His love in us motivates us to meet needs and make a 
difference. 
 
Ice Breaker 
Share a time when you either helped someone else or were helped. How did you feel? 
 
Read James 1:19-27 out loud with your group and allow time for reflection and 
observation of the passage of Scripture. 
 
1. James writes about being doers of the word, but first discusses two important 
actions in verse 21 that we need to take to produce a righteous life. What are they? 
 
2. Do you struggle with being a doer of the word? If so, what are the obstacles in 
your way? 
 
3. In verse 27, James mentions caring for the orphan and widow. Is this only for a 
select group of believers or for all believers? 
 
Read Luke 10:29 - 37 
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 
30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when 
he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and 
went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same 
road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a 
Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 
pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care 
of him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the 
innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for 
any extra expense you may have.' 36 "Which of these three do you think was a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" 37 The expert in the law 
replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." 
Give some everyday examples of who would qualify as your neighbor. 
 



 

 

Is it more difficult to help some people than others? What do you think would 
help us to be more comfortable helping those we may feel uncomfortable with? 
 
Read Ephesians 2:10. 
For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 
A car had a bumper sticker that said 'We are not saved by good works, We are 
saved for good works'. How would you explain this to someone new at North 
Terrace? 
 
Why do you think orphans, widows, and refugees are specifically mentioned 
throughout Scripture? 
 


