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Ice Breaker 
What is the furthest place from home you have ever travelled? In what ways was 
it different from you were used to? 
 
MAIN TEXT 
Acts 17:16-34, ESV 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Read Acts 17:16-34 out loud as a group. What things stand out to you from this 
passage? 
 
2. The city of Athens was all about idol worship. They had 30,000 statues of gods 
throughout the city. What are some examples of idols in America today? In what 
way(s) have you struggled with this in the past? 
 
3. We read in verse 16 that Paul’s “spirit was provoked within him” as he saw the 
brokenness of the people in Athens. Is your heart broken for the lost people in this 
city, country, and world? If not, how do you develop a burden for the lost? How do 
you practically develop a passion to see lost people come to Christ? 
 
4. The way in which we approach someone with the gospel is just as important as 
the content 
itself. How have you seen the gospel presented in an inappropriate way? What 
situations have you been in where you have had to share the gospel differently 
than you normally would, because of the person you were talking to? 
 
5. Paul received different reactions from different people he shared the good news 
of Jesus with. How many different reactions can you find throughout this text? 
What reactions have you received in talking about what Jesus has done for you? 
 
6. When we tell others we believe in God some of those that don’t believe will claim 
we’re “mindless” followers of what others have told us. What’s a good response we 
can share? 
 
7. Read Romans 1:20. What kind of God does nature reveal? 



 

 

8. Paul shared the gospel with people he met in the Athenian marketplace. What is 
your marketplace? What audience do you have every day for people to hear and see 
the gospel lived out? 
 
NEXT STEPS 
Be honest about this question: What’s your level of urgency in sharing the gospel 
with the people in your life? Are you consistently looking for opportunities to 
speak with them about it? If not, what are your reservations about doing that? 
Pray as a group for more of these opportunities. Pray for an increased desire to 
reach the lost. Pray for God’s guidance and direction during these conversations, 
and pray for the boldness that the church in Acts had. 
 
 
 


