
 

 

    NT Group Sermon Study 
    Lead Where You Are – Radical Purity 
 
    July 31, 2016 

Joshua 7:1-26 
 
Main Point 
We can combat the sin of greed by recognizing that we have all we need in Christ. 
 
Introduction 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  
 
Think about this past week. What is one time you saw something advertised and 
thought, “I’ve got to have that”? 
 
How do you define contentment? In your own experiences, what have you discovered to 
be the key to contentment? 
 
What message does our culture send about greed and contentment? 
 
The materialism interwoven into the fabric of our culture leads us to believe we need 
anything we want. Advertisers push us to buy with the promise that an item will make us 
happy and bring satisfaction. We buy into this philosophy of greed and discontentment, 
always wanting more and never being satisfied. The only way we can combat the sin of 
greed is by understanding that we have all we need in Christ. 
 
Understanding 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic. 
 
Israel began its conquest of Canaan by attacking Jericho. Prior to the assault on Jericho, 
God laid down the rules of engagement.  
 
Have a volunteer read Joshua 6:16-21 and 7:1. 
In Joshua 6:17-21, what is meant by “devoted things” and their prohibition? What is God’s 
goal in making a command like this one? 
The conquest of Jericho was not for the purpose of personal enrichment. The campaign’s 
purposes were to exalt the name of the Lord, to seize Canaan for Israel, and to bring God’s 
judgment on the Canaanites. The people of Israel were not, therefore, to seize any wealth of 
the Canaanites for themselves (Josh. 6:17-19). However one man, Achan, ignored God’s 
instructions to the people through Joshua, and his sin of greed had devastating 
consequences. 
 
 



 

 

Have a volunteer read Joshua 7:2-15. 
Jericho was a great victory, carried out in strict obedience to the battle plan of God. 
What were some of the differences between the battle at Jericho and this one at Ai? 
When Israel turned its attention toward Ai, Joshua sent scouts to scout the city. Filled with 
the ecstasy of their recent victory over Jericho, the scouts recommended Joshua not 
mobilize the entire army. A small raiding party would be sufficient to defeat such a small 
town. Heeding this advice, Joshua sent out a small contingent of men, but the citizens of Ai 
routed the Israelite raiding party, and Israel lost 36 men in the battle. 
What stands out to you in Joshua’s reaction to the defeat? Where did he place the blame? 
Joshua did well to lead his grieving and confused people to God in prayer. He felt concern 
for God’s glory in both Israel’s victory at Jericho and Israel’s initial defeat at Ai. His mistake, 
though, was in blaming God.  
What does verse 11 indicate about the sin committed and the items in question? 
God quickly pointed out that Israel had sinned by seizing for themselves some of what He 
commanded be set apart. God told Joshua that this greedy sin was the reason Israel did not 
prevail over Ai. The offender might have reasonably thought that under the rules of war, 
he was in the right to take plunder. He may have been part of the invading army, but God 
was the conqueror. Consequently, these things belonged to God. 
 
Have a volunteer read Joshua 7:16-26. 
What were the items that Achan took? What does this indicate about his act? 
What motivated Achan to steal these particular items? 
Often there is sin behind the sin. Something way down deep in the heart that eventually 
manifests itself. If we want to battle sin, we need to go down deeply to the root and attack 
it there. So the question becomes not only what Achan did, but the heart issue that led to 
those acts. Achan was evidently dissatisfied with his position in life and how God had 
ordered his affairs. This discontentment led to greed. 
Can you sympathize with Achan? What might the past few years of Achan’s life have 
been like? 
How might a lack of contentment or dissatisfaction with God’s rule lead us to the sin of 
greed? 
The solution for our contentment issues isn’t to be satisfied with less; it’s to dwell on how 
much we have in Christ. At the conclusion of his first letter to Timothy, Paul pointed out 
the dangers of concentrating on material wealth and reminded Timothy of the only reliable 
source of true contentment. 
 
Have a final volunteer read 1 Timothy 6:6-12. 
How does Paul’s view of contentment compare with the modern world’s view of 
contentment? Why does God want His children to be content? What is He trying to teach 
us? 
When we struggle to be content, what are we saying about our view of God and our 
relationship with Him? 
How is greed a trap that brings destruction? 
The word contentment describes an inner spirit of freedom and discipline—the ability to 
conquer circumstances and situations rather than be conquered by them. Godliness 
focuses on what is permanent: God—who never changes (Heb. 13:8)—and our relationship 



 

 

with Him. Godliness includes an abiding trust in Christ, a trust that is reflected in our 
contentment with what He has provided. 
 
Application 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their 
lives. 
 
How is your life a reflection of the truth that contentment comes to those whose lives are 
absorbed in the things of God? 
 
What change needs to take place in your life to show spiritual growth in the way you 
view money and stuff? 
 
What concrete steps can you take this week to escape the trap of greed? 
 
Pray 
During today’s prayer time, give group members the opportunity to verbalize personal 
prayers for contentment. Pray that as the work of Christ overwhelms all lesser concerns, 
joy and abundant life would be obvious in the people of our group. 
 
Commentary 
Joshua 7:1-26 
7:1. Achan’s unfaithfulness (in partaking of what was set apart—devoted to destruction at 
Jericho) resulted in God’s anger against the entire nation. The genealogy of five 
generations, from Achan back to the tribe of Judah, is the longest in the book of Joshua and 
emphasizes the connection of Achan with one of the 12 tribes and therefore with the entire 
tribal nation. As much as Israel benefited by Joshua, it would suffer by Achan.  
7:2-3. Joshua again sent spies before an assault, as in 2:1. Again there was no condemnation 
of this move. Instead of confessing the promises and acts of God, these spies focused on the 
strategic details of what appeared to be an easy target. The 2,000 or 3,000 men may refer to 
two or three squads, as the same word for “thousand” in Hebrew also can mean a squad or 
company of soldiers.  
7:5. The 36 who died from the 3,000 or three squads may reflect 12 from each squad and thus 
prefigure the 12 thousand inhabitants of Ai who would die (8:25). The quarries designate 
some of the steep ravines that break into the eastern hill country as it descends sharply 
into the Jordan Valley. In 2:11 and 5:1, the hearts of the Canaanites melted in fear before the 
accomplishments of Israel and its God. Here the Israelites’ hearts melted.  
7:6. Joshua’s actions were those of one in mourning. Only then was the ark of the Lord 
mentioned. Its absence in the opening part of the chapter signifies the absence of God’s 
presence and blessing on what happened.  
7:7-8. The wish to remain east of the Jordan resembles the report of the first spies sent to 
Canaan in Numbers 14:2-4. In Numbers it was a wish for death or a return to Egypt. 
Contrast God’s promise that Israel’s enemies would turn their backs and flee in Ex 23:27 
with the fact that Israel had now turned its back and fled.  
7:9. The challenge to God’s great name recalls Moses’ intercession for Israel with the same 
argument in Numbers 14:13-19.  



 

 

7:11. The key word “cross” of chapters 1-5 (see note at 1:2) recurs here with the meaning, they 
have violated My covenant. Israel had “crossed” God and so could not “cross” over against 
its enemies as it did at Jericho. Someone had taken what was set apart. This violated the 
general command of Deut. 20:16-18 and the specific command of Joshua 6:17. By putting 
these things with their own belongings, they had made it impossible to determine the 
guilty person without divine guidance.  
7:12-13. Joshua was commanded to “stand” in verse 10 as the beginning of Israel’s means to 
overcome the problem that they could not stand against their enemies. Here God suggested 
that, so long as the things devoted for destruction remained in Israel’s camp, Israel would 
be set apart for destruction. God would not fight for them or be present with them as He 
had in 1:5-9. For Israel to consecrate themselves suggests either that they would examine 
themselves and their families to learn who was responsible for the sin, or that they would 
prepare themselves for an encounter with God the next day.  
7:21. Achan’s confession, with the emphasis on what he saw and how it was beautiful, 
recalls Eve’s temptation where she also saw something that was pleasing. Achan coveted 
them and thus violated the Tenth Commandment of the Decalogue (Ex. 20:17; Deut. 5:21). 
7:24-26. The destruction of Achan with all his family and possessions contrasts with the 
salvation of Rahab and all her family in chapter 6. The connection of the family with its 
representative, for good or for ill, illustrates the key value of the family in the Old 
Testament. Burning someone to death was rare in Israel, but it was known as a punishment 
for this type of wrongdoing in neighboring cultures.  
 
1 TIMOTHY 6:6-12 
6:6. In contrast to false teachers who were motivated by selfish greed (vv. 3-5), Paul urged 
believers to seek godliness with contentment. The Greek word translated contentment 
refers to self-sufficiency. In Greek philosophy the word denoted a wise man’s independence 
of circumstances. It meant to become independent of outside support and to find all you 
need in yourself. To Paul, however, contentment was not found in himself but in Jesus 
Christ. Why is godliness with contentment great gain? Paul did not refer to destitute 
Christians, those who did not have even the basic necessities for human survival. No 
person can be content with destitution. He referred to godly people who had food and 
clothing and who felt content with that. 
6:7-8. Paul then referred to a true fact related to human birth and death—for we brought 
nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. Since we enter life 
with no possessions in hand and leave the same way, what should be our attitude toward 
material things? Paul said, if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 
Necessities are essential to our existence; luxuries aren’t. Food and clothing meet our basic 
needs. The Greek word translated clothing also means “house,” so shelter likely is included 
in the necessities. 
6:9. Those who desire to be rich describes people motivated by money and possessions. The 
Bible has many warnings against covetousness (see Ex. 20:17; Ps. 49:10-20; Prov. 28:20; 30:7-9; 
Eccl. 5:10; Luke 12:13-21). The Bible also tells of many who came to grief because of it (Adam 
and Eve, Achan, Judas, and Ananias and Sapphira.) 
People who walk the path of greed, who want to be rich, walk into peril. First, they fall into 
temptation, such as temptation to steal or lie or cheat. The snare that entraps them often is 
moral compromise. Second, when desire for riches goes unchecked, people fall into many 
senseless and harmful desires, such as lust for power and prestige. Money becomes an 



 

 

addiction—more money only inflames desire for more money. Greed is senseless (not 
rationally defensible) and harmful (brings bondage). Finally, greedy people, whether poor 
or rich, plunge themselves into ruin and destruction. The imagery is of people who are 
sinking and then drowning. Greed destroys marriages and causes men and women to 
jeopardize health and emotional well-being. 
6:10. Ruin and destruction come because the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Paul 
did not say that money is the problem; the problem is the love of money. The Bible has 
much to say about money, primarily with regards to our stewardship of it. Jesus spoke 
much about money, because it is how we view and use money that tells where our devotion 
is. It is our attitude toward money that gets us into trouble. 
6:11. Instead of pursuing greed, Paul admonished Timothy (and us) to pursue godly virtues 
and spiritual goals. Paul contrasted the man of God with the false teachers (vv. 3-5) and the 
lovers of money (v. 10). The verbs flee and pursue are vivid. Flee from false teachings and 
the love of money as if something is chasing and endangering us. And evil is. The desires of 
the flesh and the pride of possessions constantly hound us to give in to the worldly system 
based on greed. Instead, we must pursue intentionally the specific virtues of righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. Righteousness is upright conduct before 
God and others. Godliness is conforming our lives to the character and person of God 
displayed by Jesus Christ. Faith here refers to faithfulness or dependability. It describes 
the person who, despite all the changes and circumstances of life down to the very end, is 
loyal to God. Love is that virtue that works for the good of others over self, striving to give 
rather than to receive. Steadfastness is the sticking power to stay in the race when the 
going is tough, knowing that one will be victorious in the end. Gentleness is power under 
control. Each of these virtues manage false prophets from without and greed from within. 
6:12. Paul added two more verbs of importance in verse 12. The first is fight, an athletic or a 
military metaphor with an emphasis on a disciplined and determined struggle, requiring 
one’s best to prevail and take the victory. The English word agonize comes from it. It’s in 
the present tense, indicating an ongoing fight. The other verb in this verse is take hold; its 
tense reflects a single, completed event. That indicates we can take hold of eternal life as a 
completed, final action with assurance. To confess is to speak out one’s faith, to announce 
one’s belief. A Christian confession announces one’s dependence on Jesus Christ. 
 


