
 
 
 
 
 
 
Starter Pack 
Session 4 – Serve & Give 
	
	
Goal:  
 To challenge participants to follow Jesus. 
 To encourage participants with the benefits of following Jesus. 
 To equip participants to follow Jesus. 
	
Session Plan: 
 Personal Connection 
 Bible Connection 
 Life Connection  
 Prayer 
 
Materials: 
 pens/pencils 
 copies of “Serve & Grow” participant sheet 
 Video (DVD or Online) – Starter Pack Session 4 
  

Personal Connection 
  
Video:  Watch Intro 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



G.O.A.T. – Greatest Of All Time Discussion 
 The goal of this discussion activity is to help participants consider who great people 
 in their lives have been. Look for how different people calculate greatness and the 
 different standards that we tend to use. 
 

Give the following directions: “Have you ever encountered a ‘GREAT’ person? Were 
they famous? Were they successful? What made them great? How did you respond 
to them or interact?”  
 
Ask: 

• Who does our society and world consider to be great? 
• Name a person who is the atypical great person, i.e. – Mother Theresa?  

  
 Transition: “Greatness and value often come together. If we are valued we might 
 consider ourselves greater than a season of life where we felt disregarded. Jesus 
 has a way to calculate greatness that runs contrary to the world’s normal 
 measurements.” 
 

Bible Connection 
Video:  Watch Chapter 1 
  

• Read Luke 9:46-48. 
“An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the 
greatest. Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand 
beside him. Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my 
name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 
For it is the one who is least among you all who is the greatest.”  
Luke 9:46-48 (NIV) 

 
• Say: “Revisit the last line of verse 48. What does this tell us about how God 

measures greatness?” 
 

• Continue by asking: “So God asks us lot become less so that we can become 
great. What are some attitudes and behaviors that a ‘becoming less’ life would 
exhibit?” 

 
• Read Philippians 2:3-4. 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of the others.” 
Philippians 2:3-4 (NIV) 

 
 
 
 
 



• Breakdown the scripture by saying, “Let’s revisit three attitudes Philippians 
just gave us to have a humble heart of service.” 

 
o “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit”: This is a measuring 

stick for the motivations we have in our heart. Whatever we do, especially 
in the service of others, should not be for personal gain or self-promotion. 
If we expect something in return, we’ve missed the point. 

o “Value others above yourselves”: This is another good ruler to take a 
measurement with. When serving someone else, do you view yourself as 
better than they are? Above them? Jesus was the one who was better 
than us all and considered himself less than us to show us how to do this. 

o “Not looking to our own interests…but to the interests of the others”: 
Again, we see the primary concept repeated and are given another 
measuring stick for our heart and soul’s motivations. In this case, we 
might even consider it a good thing that we would be put at a 
disadvantage if we serve someone else. This helps us avoid selfish 
tendencies and agendas for self-gain. 

 
Video:  Watch Chapter 2 
 

• Finding Your Sweet Spot 
This can be a time of some important discussion and consideration. Make sure 
to budget time into your study to give this section emphasis. 

 
• What To Do 

We’ve established now that followers of Jesus serve selflessly and seek to 
change the world through sacrificial living. So what should we be doing to make 
a difference? There is an often repeated concept about finding the sweet spot 
where God will maximize who you are and what you’re doing. The idea goes like 
this: 

 
Everyone has a passion. What is yours? What makes your heart race and makes 
you dream big dreams? What would you do even if no one paid you for it? This is 
the first circle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Passion 



The next circle is the needs of the world. When we open our eyes and look 
around we can easily find a long list of things that need to get done. Some are 
local and close and some are global and far but we are called by God to serve 
someone, somewhere, doing something. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

The final circle is God’s calling. In this case we’re looking to see if God is 
opening a door for us to follow Him through. Is there a specific burden or call 
that He has placed on your life that drives you? Remember, God calls 
everyone to serve Him and then as we serve He often clarifies and specifies a 
calling to serve in a particular way. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Now here’s the key and what might be a powerful way to discern what you 
should be doing in God’s big plan and big world. When you bring these three 
circles together and you find the intersection of God’s call, our passion, and 
the needs of the world you have the sweet spot. The place where you’re most 
likely to experience a powerful jump forward in serving God and making a 
difference.  
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• Ask the following questions: 

o “What do you think your sweet spot might be?” Be ready for answers 
that aren’t specific or clear. Participants might still be searching and 
considering. 

o “Are you currently serving in your sweet spot?” 
 

• Read I Corinthians 10:31 
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 
I Corinthians 10:31 (NIV) 
 

• Say: “No matter what we’re doing for God, even if it’s not in our sweet spot, we 
do it for the glory of God. He gets the credit.” 

 
Transition: “We serve by giving our time, our abilities, and our hearts to help 
others. Jesus also modeled a life of generosity by giving our resources to help 
others. Let’s look at giving generously from what we have.” 

 
Life Connection 

  
Video:  Watch Chapter 3 
 

• Ask: 
o “Has there ever been a time where giving generously has brought you 

such joy that you were celebrating?” 
o “What is the Bible’s concept of the tithe?” 

§ Throughout scripture there is a standard of giving that God’s people 
have modeled and followed and that God celebrates. We call this the 
tithe. The tithe is an offering of 10% of your harvest; in other words 
what you have dominion over. This might be your salary, your 
assets, or even literally – a harvest from the field. 

 
Video:  Watch Chapter 4 
 

• Jesus’ Model of Generosity 
If we follow Jesus and want to be more like him in all that we do it would be 
good to review what he did and what he said about giving generously. 

 
o Give and You Will Receive 

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  
Luke 6:38 (NIV) 

 
 
 



o Guard Your Heart 
“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be 
seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in 
heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to 
be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward 
in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
Matthew 6:1-4 (NIV) 

 
o Determine Your Priorities 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and 
vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV) 

 
o Give Boldly 

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and 
watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many 
rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in 
two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. Calling his 
disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put 
more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their 
wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to 
live on.” 
Mark 12:41-44 (NIV) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

• Transition: “Generosity is the heartbeat of Jesus’ life. He gave us his life so that 
we can now live freely. He invites us to give and discover the joy of a sacrificial 
lifestyle. What can you do to be more generous as you grow to be more like 
Jesus?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer 
  

Invite one of your participants to read the following prayer as a way to conclude 
your time together. 

 
 Heavenly Father, we celebrate you and your generosity. Your first acts of 
creation were gifts to us and reveal your love for us. You did not respond to our sin 
with destruction but with grace and a redemption story. When we consider your 
generosity we are in awe of all that you give to us when we are the ones who should 
be giving to you. 
 We seek to become more like your greatest gift to us, Jesus. In his presence and 
life he shows us your heart of generosity and the his reality is our greatest 
affirmation of your passion for us. We pray the words of John 3:16, “For you God so 
loved the world (us) that you gave your only son, Jesus so that whoever believes in 
him will live forever.” 
 Stir in us a desire to serve others and meet their needs. Open our eyes so that 
we do not have blind spots to the hurts and needs of this broken world. Make us 
answered prayers to those who cry out to you.  
 Oh God, we can never match your generosity and we do not give out of 
obligation. We give and we serve because of our devotion to you. Tune our hearts to 
yours so that when we help, people see you clearly. Tune our words to you so that 
when we speak, people hear you clearly. Make us your hands and feet in a world that 
so desperately needs you. 
 In the name of your son Jesus we pray this, Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




