
 
 
Participant 
Session 3 – “I Don’t Like All Christians” 

 

Personal Connection 
  
Worlds Most Annoying People 
 

3. What is the most annoying thing you do that other people would say gets on their 
nerves? 

 
4. Is it possible that if you think you aren’t doing something annoying that you have a 

blind spot and even that might be annoying to others? 
 
 

Bible Connection  
 
Video Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

confessions. 



Arrogant Judgment 
• Read Matthew 7:3-5 

o 3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, 
‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in 
your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 
Matthew 7:3-5 (NIV) 

 
§ In your own words describe the point Jesus is making using the 

image of a speck of sawdust and a plank? What does he want us all 
to understand? 

 
§ Reread verse 5. Is Jesus telling us to never help someone else or 

even ‘judge’ them? 
 
 
Seven Woes 
 
• Woe #1 – Read Matthew 23:13. 

 
o 13 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut 

the door of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do not 
enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to. 
Matthew 23:13 (NIV) 
 

§ Why would Jesus condemn the teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees for closing the door to the kingdom of heaven? What is 
ironic about them being gatekeepers who say ‘no’ to the people? 

 
§ How does Jesus highlight their hypocrisy? 

 
• Woe #2 – Read Matthew 12:15. 
 

o 15 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel 
over land and sea to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you 
make them twice as much a child of hell as you are. 
Matthew 23:15 (NIV) 
 

§ What is Jesus condemning the Pharisees and teachers of the law 
for this time? 
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• Woe #3 – Read Matthew 23:16-22. 
 

o 16 “Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it 
means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gold of the temple is bound by 
that oath.’ 17 You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that 
makes the gold sacred? 18 You also say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it 
means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gift on the altar is bound by 
that oath.’ 19 You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that 
makes the gift sacred? 20 Therefore, anyone who swears by the altar swears 
by it and by everything on it. 21 And anyone who swears by the temple 
swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. 22 And anyone who swears by 
heaven swears by God’s throne and by the one who sits on it. 
Matthew 23:16-22 (NIV) 
 

§ This time Jesus uses blindness to condemn the Pharisees and 
teachers of the law. What are they being blind towards? 

 
• Woe #4 – Read Matthew 23:23-24. 
 

o 23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a 
tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more 
important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should 
have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 24 You blind guides! 
You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. 
Matthew 23:23-24 (NIV) 
 

§ Jesus affirms a behavior of the Pharisees that highlights their 
attention to detail. How does this set up his condemnation of them 
that they are missing the point in other more essential areas of 
obedience? 

 
§ Jesus uses a pretty interesting image in verse 24. Again, using his 

‘blind guide’ language he says that they are straining a gnat but 
swallowing a camel. What does Jesus mean with this imagery? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



• Woe #5 – Read Matthew 23:25-26. 
 

o 25 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean 
the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-
indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and 
then the outside also will be clean.  
Matthew 23:25-26 (NIV) 
 

§ Jesus starts to hit another level of personal attack on the Pharisees 
and teachers of the law. Why would Jesus tell them that if they 
only clean the outside of the bowl they will still be in contact with 
contamination? What contamination does Jesus mention in verse 
25? 

 
• Woe #6 – Read Matthew 23:27-28. 

o 27 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are 
like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the 
inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean. 28 In the 
same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside 
you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 
Matthew 23:27-28 (NIV) 
 

§ Many people believe that this is where Jesus stops being subtle and 
starts driving home the corruption and danger the Pharisees and 
teachers of the law present to the well-being of the people. What 
does he accuse the leaders of in verse 28? 

 
§ How does the imagery of a whitewashed tomb paint a picture of 

hidden corruption of the leaders? 
 

• Woe #7 – Read Matthew 23:29-32. 
o 29 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build 

tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 30 And you 
say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have taken 
part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31 So you testify 
against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the 
prophets. 32 Go ahead, then, and complete what your ancestors started! 
Matthew 23:29-32 (NIV) 
 

§ What is Jesus’ challenge to the leaders in verse 32? What had their 
ancestors done that they claim they will never do? 
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Life Connection 
 
Personal Reflection 
 
• Do you consider yourself to be a hypocrite? What areas of your life do your actions not 

match your words or claimed identity? 
 
• What do you have in common with the Pharisees and teachers of the law that Jesus 

condemns in Matthew 23? 
 
• Is there anything in your life that Jesus would say, ‘Woe to you’ about? 
 
• Is there anything in my life that I am doing or saying that would keep someone from 

seeing God for who He really is instead of what I am making Him to be? 
 
 

KEY PRINCIPLE 
 
______________ of Jesus live lives that ______________ a desire in others to know 
______________. 

 
 

• When people encounter you are they more likely to want to know more about the 
Jesus you follow or are they turned off? 
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