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Break the Ice:
(A key part of healthy group life is to make sure your group gets to know each other and builds good relationship.) 

• If you could spend one week with any team/organization in the world, which one would you choose 
and why?   

Prayer:
(Take some time to pray for God to speak to your group through this week’s study.) 

The Church is a Missional Community. 

Read Matthew 5:13-16.

Often in our individualistic society, we tend to think of the “you” in this passage as each one of us 
individually as a person. In this particular passage Jesus is speaking to a crowd of people, so the “you” 
here means a collective “you”--all of us together. 

• Why do you think Jesus chose the analogies of salt and light to describe how he wanted his people to 
interact with the world? 

• Salt and light were very relevant metaphors in Jesus’ day. What metaphor would you use today to 
communicate this same idea to people? 

• Have you ever been part of a community that was salt and light to the world? Describe what that was 
like for you. 

Often times we gather in groups, teams, clubs as a means to further our own interests. And there is 
nothing wrong with that... these things are great. But what makes the church different then these other 
kinds of communities is a cause, a mission, a reason for existing outside of meeting the needs of its 
members. True church community is missional...in fact it appears in the above text that Jesus insists on 
it. 

The mission of the church is to help people find their way back to God and to mobilize Christ-followers to 
change the world. It seems that the church (meaning any gathering of Christians) can easily get 
distracted from it’s missional focus and become a spiritual enrichment club; a gathering that exists to 
make us feel good about our own spiritual lives rather then a gathering that challenges us to be hope to 
a hurting world (salt and light). 

• What “good” things can get in the way, distract from or even threaten the true mission of the church? 

The Church is a community that combats evil. 

Read Luke 11:14-23. 

In the passage above, there is a debate going on. Does Jesus’ power come from God or from Satan? 
Jesus’ response is a little sarcastic—“if the power is from Satan why would I use it to drive out 
demons...that would be like a killing off the home team (a house divided)” (slight paraphrase).



Jesus then goes on to explain in vs. 21 that a strong man can guard his house, but when someone 
stronger comes along they can overpower and conquer. Jesus is comparing his strength to the 
strength of Satan. He gives credit to Satan for being strong, but clearly says someone stronger is 
now here (HIM!) 

• If Jesus is the ultimate power, when we are WITH him, we can know we are playing on a winning 
team. Does the reminder of this fact change how you play on the team? In what ways? 

This text ends with this quote from Jesus, “He who is not WITH me is against me, and he who does 
not gather WITH me, scatters.” Jesus makes it clear here that neutrality to him is the same thing as 
opposition. We are either for him or against him, there is no middle ground. 

• In our day of political-correctness, it’s very unpopular to be so absolute, so black-and-white like 
Jesus is here; you’re either for Jesus, or anti-Jesus. What is your initial reaction to this statement?

• Someone can say they follow someone or they can say they are WITH someone and it 
communicates a whole different thing. How would you describe the difference between following 
Jesus and being WITH Jesus? 

• Bill Hybels, pastor of Willow Creek Community Church, often says, “the local church is the hope of 
the world.” What is your reaction to this statement?  

When we choose to be a part of Jesus and His church, we are choosing to be a part of a community 
that has the real POWER to combat evil in the world. And this power comes not from the smart 
people in the organization, not from a huge amount of followers working hard together, but from the 
supernatural power of God! Being with Jesus combats evil not only in the world, but evil in 
ourselves...because ultimately, evil is conquered one surrendered heart at a time. 

• Let’s say you become convinced that Jesus has the power to conquer the evil in the world and He 
wants to start with your heart. How would you go about letting Jesus conquer the evil in your own 
heart and life? 

What’s Next? 

• In what ways has this small group been salt and light to the world? What next step can this group 
take to continue to fulfill the salt and light vision Jesus laid out for us? 

 


